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What of the New Year? 


(A Message from the President of General Synod) 


The New Year will be what we make it. There is enough of hard- 
ship, disappointment and gloom on the horizon to make a very dark 
picture, but there is enough of sunlight and promise to make it radiant 
with hope and expectation. One has said that there is a faith that 
overcomes the world and there is a faith that is overcome by the world. 
Which kind of faith have we? The Church should not be subject to the 
times, but the times should become subject to the Church. 

We are asked on every hand, what has the Church to offer for our 
present day and for our present condition? The answer is that the 
Church has the Christian Religion to offer. This is our greatest need. 
The Church presents God, our leving Father, and Jesus Christ, our 
gracious Redeemer and mighty Lord. Some are demanding that the 
Church present a social system and a political program that will solve 
all the problems of men and nations and end all human ills. We have 
no promise of this; but what the Church does offer provides the princi- 
ples and the life that, if fully accepted amd lived, will ultimately solve 
these problems. We are suffering now under our failure to measure up 
to Christian standards and the failure to realize the spiritual dynamic 
of the Christian life. 


The New Year does not promise to be one during which great 
progress on the material side can be registered, but this is not the true 
measure of the success of the Christian Church. On the other hand, 
there has never been a year more favorable to a real spiritual advance 
than is the year 1933, if the Church will realize her spiritual bank- 
ruptcy, be absolutely earnest in her search for God, and have a passion- 
ate desire to do His will. In this the way is wide open ahead. This 
once attained, the material achievements will be such as to surpass the 
most sanguine expectations oi’ the faithful. 

—Henry J. Christman 


Walking and Working 
with Christ 


(A Tribute to Our New Manual from a Leading Pastor) 


The Manual is the Heidelberg Catechism in modern 
dress. Nothing essential in the Catechism has been left out 
of the Manual. The Manual contains what the authors of 
the Catechism would no doubt have written, if they were 
preparing a Catechism today. All the essentials of the 
Christian faith have been preserved. 


The material in The Teacher’s Guide makes the use of 
the Manual easy for the catechist and helps him to follow 
sound pedagogical methods, even if he has had no technical 
training in educational psychology. 


—Charles E. Creitz, D.D. 
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DR. HENRY J. CHRISTMAN 
President of Our General Synod 


Christ Walks With Me 


Christ walks with me today, 
Christ keeps me all the way; 
Christ knows my smallest need, 
Christ guides my every deed. 


Christ grants me power to do, 
Christ makes my words all true; 
Christ shows me how to live, 
Christ teaches me to give. 


Christ solves my darker doubt, 
Christ shuts all evil out; 

Christ rules my human will, 
Christ bids me: “Peace, be still.” 


Christ heals my ills and sin, 
Christ cleanses me within; 
Christ gives me faith for fear, 
Christ walks so very near. 


—Grenville Kleiser 
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EVERYBODY’S BISHOP 


When Phillips Brooks was made Bishop 
of Massachusetts it was a common saying 
that he belonged to all the Churches. Dur- 
ing the last few years of his life, Bishop 
Charles Henry Brent was often referred to 
as “Everybody’s Bishop” and Miss Eleanor 
Slater in ther recently published story of 
his life, thought and spiritual experience 
has used these words as a subtitle to her 


book: “Charles Henry Brent: Everybody’s 
Bishop” (Morehouse Publishing Co., Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin). It is not a detailed 


biography, but a little volume of 127 pages 
divided into four parts: I. “The Journey 
Through Time”; II. “The Journey Through 
Thought and Experience”; III. “Varia- 
tions on a Theme of Christ”; IV. “Saga of 
a Souls Growth.” The first part goes 
enough into detail to give us a vivid pic- 
ture of his remarkable work in the Philip- 
pines; his work at international confer- 
ences and as a member of the Opium Com- 
mission set up by the League of Nations 
and lastly of the work to which he devoted 
the later years of his life and in which 
perhaps his chief passion lay, the work for 
Christian Unity. The balance of the book 
is a very sympathetic and rather intimate 
study of the growth of Bishop Brent’s spir- 
itual life, which growingly manifested it- 
self in a mystical sense of God on the one 
hand and a real love of his fellow men on 
the other. As Miss Slater makes very evi- 
dent, few men ‘have combined the mystical 
sense and a genius for administrating very 
practical and everyday affairs. Leaning 
all his life toward the Anglo-Catholic party 
in the Church because of his strong convic- 
tion that the Church was a divinely-ap- 
pointed institution and the real and au- 
thoritative representative of Christ in the 
world, and so, recognizing the great value 
of Sacraments, and being greatly moved by 
stately liturgies and great music, yet, to 
those who knew him best, he lived most 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


What do Chapters of the Reformed 
Churehmen’s League think of their organi- 
zation, their fellowship and their work? 
The following statement written by Mr. 
Percy Rhodes, secretary of the Chapter in 
St. Stephen’s Church, Harrisonburg, Va., 
beautifully describes this: “We have cer- 
tainly had some interesting meetings, and 
learned more facts about our Church, which 
we should have known but did not, than 
one would have thought possible in so short 
a time. The greatest difficulty we experi- 
enced is in getting the men to go home, 
our meetings running from two to four 
hours in length. This, of course, includes 
the time spent in conversation after the 
conclusion of the program. But this we 
feel is one of the greatest things we have 
gained, the feeling of fellowship this brings 
out.” If the men who constitute a Chapter 
get that much out of the League, why 
should it not recommend itself to others 
who are looking for an enlarged life? 


In First Church, Sandusky, O., Rev. V. J. 
Tingler, pastor, the ordination of Rev. W. 
L. Margard took place on Nov. 27, in the 
evening. As Mr. Margard was the first son 
of this parish to enter the Holy ministry, 
it was but natural that his ordination 
should be held in his home Church. The 
committee in charge consisted of Revs. V. 
J. Tingler, Geo. T. N. Beam, Bellevue, O., 
and Elder J. Schaub, and were assisted by 
Revs. C. Hassel, Fireside, O.; A. G. Loh- 
mann, Rocky River, Ces Thomas Hughes, 
of the M. E. Chureh; and Rev. Mr. Bru- 
eseke, of the Emannal Evangelical Church, 


closely with God when nothing came be- 
tween his own soul and God—a true mystic 
even in the city streets. 


I had the ‘happiness to call him friend 
and was closely associated with him in 
some of his high endeavors, spending con- 
siderable time with him in Europe on va- 
rious occasions. I can therefore bear wit- 
ness to the truth of the picture Miss Slater 
has so admirably and sympathetically 
drawn. Miss Slater has not exaggerated 
his capacity for friendship. Being a mys- 
tic, there was a reserve about him not 
always ruthlessly to be broken through, a 
holy chamber in his soul which not every- 
one could lightly enter. On the other hand 
he had a remarkable capacity for making 
friendships with all sorts of people. Miss 
Slater has shown this in her short but 
illuminating passage on his work in the 
Philippines. He spent the first ten years 
of his life in rather obscure work—work 
full of discipline for his own soul as well 
as untiring personal service for all sorts 
of people —in the South End of Boston 
and then was suddenly sent to be Bishop 
of the Episcopal Church in the Philippines. 
There he did a remarkable work—almost 
miraculous — which Miss Slater details 
somewhat, but one of the most outstanding 
features of the ministry there was his ¢ca- 
pacity for making friends of every sort of 
person and co-operating with them. Strong 
in his own convictions, he became closest 
friend and co-worker with the missionaries 
of every communion; equally friendly and 
co-operative with the Roman Catholic 
priests; friend and confidant of governors 
and army and navy heads; and, not least 
of all, friend of the Filipinos themselves. 


This same brotherliness appeared in all 
his work for Christian Unity. Both here 
at home and afterwards at Stockholm and 
Lausanne, the members of the distinctive- 
ly Protestant groups found it easier to 


and Elder C. Margard, father of the candi- 
date. Rev. Mr. Beam preached a fine ser- 
mon; Rev. Mr. Tingler administered the 
sacred rite of ordination. The service was 
very inspiring and greatly enjoyed by the 
capacity audience. Among the visitors 
were over 40 members of Calvary Reform- 
ed Church, Crestline, O., who had motored 
over 60 miles to witness the ordination of 
their newly elected pastor. At the conclu- 
sion of the service the Consistory in be- 
half of the First Church, presented Rev. 
Mr. Margard with a beautiful Private Com- 
munion Service, together with the pocket 
edition of the Book of Worship. 


A complimentary dinner to the Rev. and 
Mrs. Victor J. Tingler was given by the 
Minister’s Association of Sandusky, Ohio, 
and vicinity, on Monday, Dec. 21. Pastor 
and Mrs. Tingler will leave early in Janu- 
ary for their new field of labor in St. 
Paul’s Church, Meadville, Pa., after having 
completed a successful ministry extending 
through a period of 11 years in Emanuel 
Church, Sandusky. Thirty-four representa- 
tives, including pastors and their wives, 
from the Churches of the Evangelical Syn- 
od of North America, the Congregational, 
Baptist, Lutheran, Episcopal, Presbyterian, 
Evangelical, Christian, United Evangelical 
and Reformed Churches, gathered about the 
table in Martin’s Tea Hall on Monday 
noon. The Rev. Thomas Hughes was toast- 
master. Brief addresses of appreciation 
and good-will were made by Rev. Theo. 
Stillhorn of the Lutheran Church; H. E. 
Pheiffer of the Evangelical Association; 
Chaplain McLean of the Soldiers’ and 


-installation of a fine new electric 


work with this Anglo-Catholic than with 
many of the more Protestant leaders of the 
Episcopal Church. He seemed closest to 
them of all. The sense of the invisible and 
universal Church to which all of them be- 
longed was sp strong in him that he could 
go further toward real unity than many 
who belonged to the other wing of his own 
communion. It was a great pity that we 
had to lose him just when the Movement 
toward unity was becoming real and world- 
wide. No one else in his communion can 
quite take his place. 


Modest in his bearing, even when the 
eyes of the world were upon him, quiet in 
his ways even when presiding over world 
conferences, yet he was a man of indomi- 
table courage. I’ may be pardoned if I tell 
of a very personal incident. He and I 
happened to be staying over night in the 
Yale Club in New York. In the morning 
he came to my room, saying that he wanted 
to read to me a letter he was about to mail. 
As head of the Chaplains during the war, 
he was a member of a great military organ- 
ization. He had received an invitation to 
take part in a great Armistice Day cele- 
bration. He wrote that he would accept if 
they wanted him but he could not do so 
without informing them that he must pro- 
test against the whole militaristic and arm- 
ament program for which they were stand- 
ing. It was one of the most courageous 
letters I ever heard or saw. When he had 
finished reading it, I said: “You realize 
what it means for you to send that letter?” 
“Yes,” he said, “but I am going to send it.” 
And he did. He was as fearless as he was 
humble. When you get humility and cour- 
age combined as it was in him; conviction 
and appreciation; loyalty to his own belief 
and recognition of the worth and sincerity 
of other faiths, you get a truly great man 
—and such was Bishop Brent. 


Frederick Lynch. 


Sailors’ Home, and by Dr. J. Rauch Stein, 
who dropped in on a week-end visit to his 
son, Rev. Joseph H. Stein, of the First 
Congregational Church. Rev. Mr. Tingler 
responded with deep feeling to the kindly 
expressions of esteem voiced by his 
brethren and Revs. W. H. Munk of the : 
Evangelical Church, and A. J. Funnell of 
the Presbyterian Church, offered earnest — 
prayers for the continued welfare and suc- 
cess of Rev. and Mrs. Tingler in their 
future field of labor. i 
_ In the Carlisle, Pa., Rural Charge, Rev. 
Daniel A. Brown, pastor, the work 
been progressing nicely. Harvest Home 
and Fall Communion services in all three 
Churches were well attended and a large 
percentage of members communed. 
annual 8. S. Rally in Salem Chureh O 
16 was well attended. Revs. Roy E. 
bach, pastor of First Church, Carlisle 
F. Brame, retired Lutheran minister, 
his son Edward Brame, pastor of the 
Kingston Lutheran Church, delievere 
ceptable addresses. The outstandi 
achievement in recent years at St. M 
thew’s Church, Carlisle Springs, was” 
building of a new entrance, the placing 
walks, steps, trees and shrubbery 


system. These improvements wer 
possible by the C. E. Society und 
leadership of one of its me! 
Leon K. Wagner, who for 2 yea 
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READY FOR BATTLE 


George Bernard Shaw confesses in his whimsical fashion 
that, although he has applied his superior wisdom to the 
solution of the world’s problems and has actually solved 
them all, over and over again, yet the aforesaid problems 
persist in remaining insoluble. Probably there is not a con- 
scientious commentator on human affairs to be found any- 
where who has not been similarly disillusioned concerning 
his own wisdom, especially if he was foolish enough or con- 
ceited enough to suppose that he had discovered a man-made 
recipe that would be adequate and permanent. 


As one surveys the world in general, and the American 
scene in particular, at the opening of another year, the 
surface indications are anything but reassuring. The rela- 
tionship between the nations is such that many feel them- 
selves to be on the very brink of a slumbering volcano that 
may at any moment be roused to fury and send forth a 
belching stream of hot lava to devastate the world. Such 
is the prevailing mood, even after three years of trials which 
should have been chastening fires, that paganism seems to 
be in the saddle, the religion of our forefathers is despised 
and neglected by millions of our people, and the lowering 
of moral standards is condoned and applauded. Party cau- 
cuses call for still further “liberalization” of all restrictive 
laws. The year of our Lord 1933 may see the flag of our 
country stained with the shame of again exacting revenue 
from booze, pandering to the vices and weaknesses of our 
own people in the effort to escape from business depression. 
The year that marks the legalization of the now outlawed 
and always infamous liquor traffic will forever be marked 
with the brand of Cain. 

We repeat that it is a terrible time to live—for those who 
have no faith in the infinite and eternal God. No human 
panacea is sufficient. It is no wonder that a sense of futility 
and frustration paralyzes the bravest social workers who are 
depending upon material means and carnal weapons to ef- 
fect a cure for the dreadful malady. 

It is no time to lean upon our own understanding; it is 
emphatically a time to trust in the Lord and the power of 

His might. The undaunted spirits of 1933 will be those 
who see God, and who therefore believe, even when clouds 
and darkness are round about them, that somewhere the sun 


is shining and that the final victory of righteousness is as 
sure as our Heavenly Father’s love. 

It is our prayer for the readers of the MESSENGER, as for 
ourselves, that we may keep ourselves in the love of God, 
so that increasingly we may know His will, and do it, and 
love it. Then we need not fear the forebodings that come 
to us from the surface indications around us. We shall have 
unfaltering faith to believe that Christ and His cause must 
win. We shall see clearly that many thousands have not 
bowed the knee to Baal. Indeed, we shall behold the moun- 
tains about us filled with the hosts of the Lord, and we 
shall be sure that they that be with us are more than they 
that be against us. 
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GETTING BACK TO FAITH 


A New York department store used its entire advertising 
space on Christmas Day to voice the following Christmas 
wish and hope: “A child asleep, with a stocking beside the 
bed, is not so asleep as those who are grown up and have 
lost their illusions. May everybody this Christmas get back 
again the faith that moves mountains and fills stockings!” 

We may be truly grateful for the spiritual insight which 
suggests a prayer so wise and so gracious. How much 
we need such a faith, we who have grown so fearful, so 
suspicious, so hard and matter-of-fact that we have even 
begun to boast about outgrowing all our illusions and have 
tried to put to death the loveliest sentiments of life, senti- 
ments which we now pretend to regard as only the marks 
of juvenility, or at best of adolescence. 

Perhaps a new age of romance and adventure is just 
ahead. Our recent misfortunes have been a severe disci- 
pline ; but they may prove to be worth even more than their 
weight in gold if they rouse us out of the spiritual torpor, 
into which so many of us had sunk, and enable us once 
again to see the better angels of our nature and to hear the 
music of the heavenly choirs. That will mean a new age 
of faith. 

It is profoundly significant to get, at this Christmas 
season, the news from Russia that not only have all the 
godless campaigns failed to prevent millions from joining 
in some celebration of the Christ-child’s birthday—even 
though the atheistic propaganda has often taken the form 
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of cunningly devised ridicule and contempt and at times 
has been a veritable reign of terror—but even the widow 
of the dictator Lenin is apparently beginning to see the light 
and joins a group of Soviet educators in advocating the 
removal of the ban on fairy tales. Mme. Krupskaya 
laments that the boys and girls of Soviet Russia have been 
too much fed on a diet in which the principal ingredients 
were stories about cold metal machines—tractors, blast fur- 
naces, hydro-electric plants and the like. Though she still 
opposes books in which witches, angels or mermaids appear, 
or in which there is ‘anything mystical,” she is really open- 
ing the door pretty wide when she leaves room for the 
fairies in a land where Santa Claus is “not permitted to 
operate, on the ground that he is counter-revolutionary.” 

As a matter of fact, history keeps on proving that “man 
is incurably religious.” It is not abnormal for him to walk 
by faith; he ceases to be truly human when he is no longer 
“following the Star.” And they are the Wise Men, today 
as in the long ago, who are “not disobedient to the heavenly 
vision.” 
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A MISSIONARY’S MISTAKE 


A young man convicted of swindling, and imprisoned 
in the jail near my home in Wakamatsu, sent me frequent 
messages begging me to lend him Christian books and teach 
him how to live a better life. My helper learned that he 
came from a most unhappy home, the father being a man 
of means and, like so many of his class in Aizu, finding 
his chief joy in wine and women. 

At last the day of release arrived. The young man came 
directly to my study. Laying on my desk Thirty Japanese 
Dollars, saved by working as a weaver in the jail, he said: 
“Please take care of this for me, because I cannot trust 
myself with so much money.” He requested a letter of 
introduction to Yonezawa Church, about which are many 
weaving establishments, in one of which he hoped to find 
employment. I wrote him the desired letter, at the same 
time advising him to tell the Pastor everything. 

It was Easter Eve when he reached Yonezawa. The 
Pastor kindly bade him welcome at the parsonage, and did 
not stop to hear his story until Monday morning, Then he 
wrote me a rather irate letter demanding to know what I 
meant by commending to him such a dangerous character. 
T answered: “I am not afraid of his doing you any harm, 
but I am afraid of what you may do to him.” He apologized, 
and found the young man a home with one of the members 
of the Church. 


One Sunday I was summoned to Yonezawa to baptize 
him. Gentle Elder Uesugi, son of the former Lord of 
Yonezawa, and I were asked to examine him, as is the 
custom. The candidate’s attitude was disconcerting. He 
had endeared himself to the congregation, and popularity 
had turned his head. ‘Don’t worry about me,” he said. 
“I have learned my lesson, and you may depend on me. I 
will never throw mud into your face, never.” This is not 
the tone of humility that characterizes one who is truly 
saved. I should have advised the Pastor to defer the bap- 
tism. But I hesitated to reverse his judgment and dis- 
appoint the expectant congregation. | Admonishing the 
young man to put his trust in the power of the Lord and 
not in his own will, I baptized him. 

Later he was employed by a friend in Sendai, who one 
day sent him to execute a commission, entrusting to him a 
sum of money for the purpose. Suddenly tempted, he fell. 
Soon reports began to come of the swindles which he was 
perpetrating. Again he was sent to prison, this time for a 
long term. 

He had appealed to me, and at a critical moment I failed. 
I should have refused him baptism, and cast out that demon 
of pride. I wonder if I should not go to prison with him, 
to pray, “God forgive me that mistake!’ 


—CHRISTOPHER Noss. 
* * *K 


“WHO ARE THE “ENS”? 


A few weeks ago, the MESSENGER called attention to the 
fact that it is not only difficult to become a member of the 
Communist party in Russia, but it appears to be even more 
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‘that the three phenomena mentioned by the Christian Cen- 
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difficult to remain in the party, unless one can demonstrate 
conclusively his continuing loyalty and usefulness. The 
other day our morning paper had as the first head-line on 
its first page the following: “Million Soviet Reds Face 
Party Ouster to Cut Inefficiency”. The dispatch from Mr. 
Walter Duranty to the New York Times indicates that Jos- 
eph Stalin will follow the example set by Lenin and purge 
the organization of undesirable elements. As the party itself 
has only a little more than three million members, the ex- 
clusion of one million means a one-third cut. But we are 
told the party has grown too fast. Some of its members, 
though loyal, are undisciplined. Many, though loyal and 
disciplined, are ignorant and unfit for leadership. Some 
are not even loyal and have broken discipline. When we 
read this dispatch to a prominent pastor, he was moved to 
say, “How lucky we are that such a rule does not apply to 
the Christian Church!’ 


The exclusion at stated intervals of all who have not de- 
monstrated, beyond any doubt, that they are both loyal and 
efficient members of the Church of Christ, working to up- 
build and increase it, would certainly decrease our Church 
population considerably. Indeed, we hate to think of how 
seriously some congregations, even some Consistories, would 
be affected. 


It is an interesting and important matter for thought at 
the opening of a new year. It raises the basic question as 
to what really constitutes membership in the Church. Who 
are the “ins” and the “outs”, as far as the Church is con- 
cerned? Surely having one’s name on the Church roll is not 
sufficient to determine this. We need to remember that it 
is possible to be in the Church merely with one’s hands and 
feet, and perhaps the digestive organs, but not with one’s 
head and heart. No one can question that any organization 
will be more efficient if it raises the standard of member- 
ship and makes it more difficult, first to get in, and then to 
stay in. We recognize, however, the difficulty of applying 
such hard and fast rules to a spiritual organization. The 
attempt to judge motives may be tyrannical in the extreme; 
and in the Church of God, especially, justice must be tem- 
pered by mercy. It is considered both wiser and safer not to 
be too drastic in getting rid of supposed weeds until the har- 
vest time, for fear that we may damage some good grain. 
But let us not forget, when we examine statistics, that no 
all who are counted in are really ‘in’, ‘ 
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IT SHOULD BE STUDIED 


In its characteristically thoughtful appraisal of the re- 

cent meeting of the Federal Council of the Churches, the 
Christian Century thinks it detected some evidences of a 
distinct reactionary trend in Protestant leadership. |The 
Churches and leaders are at their wits’ end, confronting a 
situation that is too big for them, it says. Many minds, 
therefore, have grown weary with the forward march and 
are turning wistfully backward for the security of tradi- 
tion. “This was indicated,” says the Christian Century, 
“by a rather marked response to certain favorable pro- 
nouncements concerning the Barthian theology, the some- 
what strained efforts of several of the most trusted leaders 
to resurrect the emotional evangelism of yesteryear, and, 
to the astonishment of many, a vigorous and able apologetic 
for the Buchmanist movement for the restoration of so- 
called ‘first century Christianity.’ ”’ - 

MESSENGER readers know that “moods of reaction” do 
not particularly appeal to us, but we do not need to agree 


tury are hostile to a forward-looking spirit. Speaking for 
the moment only of the last, we question whether the 
“Buchmanist Movement” has as yet received in our own 
land the serious attention it deserves. Our friend, Dr. I. = 
Ladd Thomas, said recently that, just as the British discoy-_ 
ered the immortality of Lincoln’s Gettysburg address 
fore its surpassing value was appreciated here at home 
it seems that the Oxford Group Movement or the Fi 
Century Christian Fellowship, as it is sometimes call 
has had to gain a most impressive and growing acce 
in Great Britain before the Church leaders in Amet 
willing to give it any recognition at all. cS 
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We are pleased to call special attention to the admirable 
review by President Richards of the book, For Sinners 
Only, which may help to open the eyes of many who have 
given no thought to what may prove to be a much needed 
help in Christian work. The writer spent part of Christmas 
Day in reading the rewarding little book, The Quiet Quest, 
by Hugh Redwood (46 pages, 60 cents, Revells). This well 
known British journalist, author of God in the Slums and 
God in the Shadows, gives here an application to the prob- 
lems of his personal life of the familiar words of St. Paul 
in I Thess. 4:11, “Study to be quiet, and to do your own 
business.” He tells how he was tempted, after he had be- 
come a Christian, to give up his profession for fear that he 
“could not be out-and-out for God in a newspaper office,” 
and how he was led to see that he could serve God best 
through that work for which he was best fitted. It is a 
revealing study in human surrender to the Divine Guidance, 
such as is greatly needed in our time. 


It is interesting to note also that Rev. Dr. Samuel M. 
Shoemaker, Rector of Calvary Protestant Episcopal Church, 
New York City, who is perhaps the best known associate 
in America of Rev. Dr. Frank N. C. Buchman, leader of 
the Oxford Group, has just reported that Canada is the 
most fertile field for the propagation of that Movement 
which he has yet visited. Mr. Shoemaker is on a six 
months’ leave of absence from his Church and is devoting 
the time entirely to the activities of the Group. He says 
that “the Canadians have never ‘forsaken God’, like the 
people of our country have done, they have fewer pleasures 
than Americans, they are still predominantly a Church 
population, and they ‘combine the balance of the British 
with the breeziness of the west.’”’ In contrast with the 
“spiritual maturity” of Canadians, America, according to 
Mr, Shoemaker, is “amazingly infantile’. Whereas in Can- 
ada the representatives of the Oxford Group have been most 
cordially welcomed and permitted to occupy many pulpits, 
in the United States, as Mr. Shoemaker complains, many 
are looking for secret motives behind the activities of the 
Group and are at a loss to explain how the work is financed. 
Some persons think a millionaire is back of them, but Mr. 
Shoemaker replies: “The only millionaire we have is God.” 
He states that many times some of the Group had drawn 
out all they had in the banks to pay the hotel bills of the 
team, and even on occasion had overdrawn their accounts, 
and yet they have all been provided for. Mr. Shoemaker 
said that he could not understand why our people were 
unable to realize that “Frank Buchman is the most amaz- 
ing spiritual force in the world today.” 


Without attempting to prejudge the case, do we not owe 
to a Movement like this a more serious and prayerful and 
unprejudiced study than most of us have given it? 


* * * 


THE MEANING OF THE LORD'S SUPPER 


When Jesus first broke the bread and blessed the cup 
in the upper room, we may imagine that the reflective John 
was saying within himself: “We are indeed a small group 
in a great empire. We do not belong to it. We are in it 
but not of it. At this moment, we drink the cup together 
to pledge our enduring love for Him whom the world hates. 
From this time forth, bread and wine will be no longer 
ordinary food and drink. Today they have taken on a sym- 
bolic power. When we eat and drink together tomorrow 
and the days after, we will again and again be pledging 
ourselves to remain apart from the world and at one with 
the Master. We can never hereafter think of ourselves in 
any other way than as belonging utterly to His Cause. That 
will mean conflict and pain, and perhaps a cross. Yes, we 
are inaugurating this night the eternal Fellowship of the 
Cross.” 


If the Lord’s Supper is to have continuing value in our 
religious life, we also need to interpret it in terms of “the 
eternal Fellowship of the Cross.” It is a pledging of loyalty 
to the evercoming Kingdom of God by men who have de- 
tached themselves from the lusts and the prides and the 
lypocrisies of this world. It is a spiritual festival in which 
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those who love mankind rejoice that they are part of the 
company of the apostles and saints who through long years 
looked for a holy city, in which the souls of men would 
nevermore be sold in the marketplaces. It is a symbol of 
communal repentance, a sign that all those who eat the 
broken bread recognize how often and how terribly they 
have helped to break the holy body of the Elder Brother 
of the world. It is a divine drama, by which we say to our 
times, “This world will be made perfect through suffering 
love. That is the way of real life. We have chosen it for 
ourselves, and we will walk it together. We believe that 
ie that abideth in love abideth in God and God abideth in 
im. 


There is a tendency in some of our Churches to substi- 
tute a form of group communion for the individual com- 
munion of older days. It is a solemn, meaningful moment 
when a whole congregation at one and the same time raises 
the cup to their lips. Of course, where pew communion is 
nothing more than a new device whose main purpose is to 
save time in the administering of the Lord’s Supper, we 
may well question whether it has any spiritual superiority 
over old forms. But if it is interpreted as a means of group 
dedication and group repentance, it can readily vitalize a 
custom that is becoming in many Churches an uninteresting 
observance of empty ritual. Thus interpreted, it may fill 
our hearts once again with a comradely ecstasy which will 
cry: 

Christ for the world we sing, 

The world to Christ we bring, 
With one accord, 
ok hee 


“RE-THINKING MISSIONS’—A COMMENT 


Members of the Fact Finding Commission and of the 
Appraisal Commission of the Laymen’s report, “Re-think- 
ing Missions’, whom I have heard recently, contend that 
one of our major problems in missionary activity is an im- 
proved personnel. To be sure, this is the outstanding 
problem in every field—medicine, the ministry, law, etc. 
However, it has been my good fortune to be closely associ- 
ated with a rather large missionary community, and I know 
ef no group of people who would more quickly, I think, 
approve of this statement. 

The missionaries, as a rule, are consecrated people, who 
regard the cause for which they are working as far more 
important than their own desires, or even than their own 
lives. (During the crisis in China a few years ago, mission- 
aries asked the U. S. government not to send gunboats to 
protect either themselves or their property.) If someone 
more capable than they were to present himself for that 
work, great numbers of missionaries would be glad to hand 
over the reins. Their interest lies in the cause, not in them- 
selves. 

One of the ways in which a better personnel can be 
achieved lies in the proper training of candidates. Note 
that the emphasis is on better personnel, and not necessarily 
on different personnel. Sometimes weakness in the candi- 
date can be overcome by proper training, just as a man with 
a broken leg can be made well by proper treatment. Our 
Church, like many other Churches, has paid too little atten- 
tion to this phase of its mission activity. We take a man 
or a woman and send him directly to the mission field with- 
out sufficient training here to make the best use of his 
abilities. A candidate for missionary work ought to be 
conversant with the history, the art, the religions, the poll- 
tical, economic and social life of the country to which he 
goes. He can then much more easily and quickly fit into 
the new environment and deal sympathetically with the 
people of his adoption. 

No Board can be expected to select the right person for 
every position, and no candidate can tell beforehand whether 
or not he is going to fit into his niche. There must always 
be the element of risk in the mission venture. Perhaps the 
Report is pointing to a solution which may overcome mis- 
fits before they become permanent when it suggests that the 
missionary be sent for a short term only, for the first term 
of service, and then after he has demonstrated his ability, 
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let him be made a permanent missionary on the request of 
the nationals. In this way men and women who are not by 
nature or training adapted to the gruelling tasks of mission- 
ary life can be set free for other pursuits more amenable to 
their equipment, and the Board relieved of the unpleasant 
task of removal, or of seeing its work slowed up by reten- 
tion. No one ought to consider it a disgrace to find him- 
self a misfit at such difficult work as missionary activity 
demands. How many of us found our niche in life at the 
first task we undertook? In this suggested procedure there 
is an honorable way out. 

Re-Thinking Missions is indubitably one of the great 
books of the century and ought to be studied by every in- 
terested layman and clergyman in the Protestant Churches. 
It is packed full of splendid suggestions and ideas that 
ought to transform mission work everywhere. As Dr. 
Bartholomew, in his review of this book, published in the 
Outlook of Missions, says: “Great changes are constantly 
going on in the unfolding of God’s kingdom at home and 
abroad. To keep abreast with these is not only a privilege 
but a sacred duty. We are no longer in the stage-coach 
century of Missions. The Report of the Laymen’s Inquiry 
sets forth in no uncertain terms the fact that Foreign Mis- 
sions cannot be carried on along the same lines as that of 
the early founders and their later successors. . . . If the 
century of Foreign Missions had brought forth with it 
no changes in administration, no new revelations for the 
winning of souls for Christ, and no improved means to 
make men wise unto salvation, then all the work of the 
century would have been for naught.” —R.L.H. 

en k 


THE LAYMEN’S INQUIRY 


We have been somewhat slow in expressing a judgment 
on the Laymen’s Foreign Missions Inquiry because we felt 
it only fair to give a careful reading to the Report before 
we presumed to commend or condemn it. A good many 
of the criticisms we have heard certainly sound as if the 
writers had seen little or nothing of the Report and were 
depending upon the opinion of others or on their own pre- 
conceived notions. We do not think we have seen a fairer 
statement of the strength and weakness of the Report, now 
printed in book form, Re-Thinking Missions (349 pages, 
$2, Harper and Brothers), than that given in the MessEn- 
GER of Dec. 29 by Dr. Frederick Lynch, and we expect to 
comment on his conclusions in an early issue. Meanwhile 
we agree with Mrs. Pearl Buck in expressing gratitude for 
this epoch-making Report, and join in the conviction that 
every minister and Christian leader should read it. 
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THE PARABLE OF THE RADIO KNOB 


You can turn it on and get—whatever’s on the air, de- 
pending, of course, on the number of tubes in your machine 
and its general selectivity. And, thank goodness, you can 
turn it off—the more wonderful function. Fancy, if you 
could turn off the interminable gossip some purveyors pour 
into your unwilling ear. Or, imagine what would happen 
if you could abridge your pastor’s sermons when his wits 
go wool-gathering and he speaks against time. Suppose 
you did not care for the anthem, or the way in which the 
choir interprets the masterpiece, and all you needed to do 
was to snap a button on the murdering process. Suppose 
you had the power to tune out on a story you had heard the 
steenth time and which is truly and honestly not funny but 
at which you must laugh because you are a gentleman and 
do not want to hurt the raconteur’s feelings. Think of 
what such a device would save us from, when we fall in 
with professional hunters and fishermen. Think, too, of the 
boon it might be when friend wife begins a long curtain- 
lecture. The field for such a device is limitless. 

Which leads us to opine that not all conversation, nor 
music, for all that, is instructive, entertaining, or satisfac- 
tory to all listeners. It strikes us that every man is greatly 
in love with his own voice; is assured that what he says is 
important—and nothing else but! To make a get-away is 
an art, and you can’t always succeed in avoiding the hear- 
ing of that which bores you. But when it comes in on the 
radio, you turn the knob and get something else, or you snap 
the button and immediately there is silence. Coughing is 
in bad taste when you are supposed to be listening. Billy 
Sunday and Stokowski excoriate the cougher. But even 
the director of the world’s finest orchestra can’t prevent 
your turning the button against some of his interpretations 
of so-called modernistic music. 

Moral: there’s a reason for the short, staccato, mono- 
syllabic sentences of the present day. Our ears are tired; 
good diction and correct grammar are attainments of de- 
cades ago. The telephone has taught us to clip our words 
and our sentences. “Oh, yeah!”’, often speaks volumes. 
Let us hope that the pendulum will again swing over to the 
other extreme and that speech shall become an art after 
which many shall strive. 


Challenges for the New Year from Our 


Synodical Presidents 


AN IMPERATIVE SUMMONS 


By Atvill Conner, D.D., President of the 
Synod of the Potomac 


Our Church is face to face with a won- 
derful opportunity. A ringing challenge 
comes to us from all quarters to arise, put 
on all our strength and do our full part in 
building a better world. 

This old world of ours has been shaken 
to its very foundation by the voleanic¢ 
movements in its economic affairs, and has 
been sorely tried by the crime waves that 
have swept over it from east to west and 
from north to south. 

Prodigality has been much in evidence in 
all departments and realms of life. We dare 
not close our eyes to the fact, that if God 
has not been denied, He has been crowded 
out of the lives of many, who have lived 
under the dominating influence of material- 
istic and humanistic ideals and thought. 

The Church needs to be most conscious 


of the fact that she thas not entirely 
escaped the effect of these days of prodi- 
gality and false philosophy. The world’s 
great need today is God and the great 
need of the Church is a deep spiritual 
awakening. The Church can never reveal 
God to the world and lead men to Christ 
until by penitence and prayer she is freed 
from the spirit of the world that has crept 
into her and once more endued with the 
power of the indwelling Spirit of God. 

A prominent business man, speaking re- 
cently to a group of ministers, said, “You 
may feel discouraged by the changed con- 
ditions and the attitude of many towards 
the Church, but I want to assure you in 
my contact with big business men I find 
many confessing our sad plight is due to 
the fact we have gotten away from God.” 
Many are ready to acknowledge the Church 
has the message the world needs and pre- 
sents the One who alone holds the secret 
and can point the way to right living and 


better days. Let us hope this may become 
universally true in the world of business. 
Hopeful signs are to be seen also in the 
Church. In our own Church, one could not 
fail to see, if present at General Synod, a 
willingness to confess our shortcomings and 
sins, and our too great trust in organiza- 
tions and man made devices, and a deep 
yearning to turn and walk more humbly 
with God and allow Him to use us as His 
stewards. Our Synods and Classes have 
shown much the same spirit and given 
evidence of an awakened desire to be used 
of God in building a better world. What 
remains to be done is to carry this spirit 
of penitence, deepened faith and recon- 
secration down to every congregation and 
the last member in every congregation. 
Will we arise and meet the challenge 
that cqmes today to our Church? Will we 
stand the test, for each challenge is a real 
test? Yes, I think we will. 
love of the members of the Reformed — . 
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REV. ATVILL CONNER, D.D. 
President of Synod of Potomac 


Church for their spiritual mother is too 
great to fail her in the hour of her need. 
Most of us have met with losses and re- 
verses during the hectic days of the last 
few years. But few if any have reached 
the extreme conditions of the widow of 
Zarephath to whom Elijah was sent. Let us 
show the faith and spirit of this poor 
widow, and put God first. The Church will 
then be supported and enabled to go for- 
ward the coming year, a vital factor in 
making this a better world. 


Jefferson, Md. 


THE CHURCH’S OPPORTUNITY 


By J. Hamilton Smith, D.D., President of 
the Eastern Synod 


St. Paul speaks of the “fullness of time” 
and the birth of God’s Son. Has not the 
fullness of the time come for a re-birth of 
God’s Son in the hearts of men and of the 
Church? For decades the world has been 
worshiping false gods, and now the world 
knows—or ought to know—that these false 
gods have failed us. 

For years the idea has been abroad that 
the universe and man upon it are nothing 
but machines, and now as a science and 
philosophy this idea is dead—even though 
a few men proud of their doctor’s degrees 
do not yet know it. 

We have discovered that the thing which 
we have almost personalized in our trust 
and called “Progress” has failed us. We 
have discovered radio means little unless 
we have something to say; that travel at 
200 miles an hour means less unless we 
have something to do when we arrive, and 
that the machine can be our master—and 
a dangerous master. Moreover, we have 
discovered that every step of “Progress” can 
be matched by a step backward, e. g., the 
sinking of crime into youth and childhood, 
the unholy alliance between corrupt poli- 
tics and the underworld, the flouting of 
the Christian standard of marriage and 
chastity. Dr. Richards is right, “We may 
be better off; but our god ‘Progress’ has 
not made us better.” 

We have seen that prosperity is not 
enough. In vain we tried to have a good 
time. In vain we made “whoopee.” The 
bubble burst, leaving its damp drop of dis- 
appointment—and now we have our head- 
ache and our heartache. 

In our worship of money and pleasure we 
lost our vision of God. We have proved 
that, in our case at least, Ruskin was right 
when he said, “a prosperous man feels no 
need of religion.” 

Now we have found out that we cannot 
get along without decency, sobriety, moder- 
ation, justice—and God. 

Roger Babson says that we have become 
more spiritual in the last year. I do not 


REFORMED 


CHURCH 


MESSENGER 


N 


know; but I do know that this is a dis- 


illusioned world, and that men are realizing 
that their false gods have failed them— 
and they are asking questions and, per- 


haps, looking for guidance. 

Let the Church stop blushing like a timid 
Timothy. Let her boldly preach ‘her faith 
in God, who is outside ourselves, as well as 
in ourselves, who is able to do exceedingly 
abundantly above all that we are able to 


think. Let her give to the world her 
Christ. Let her renew her own conviction, 


courage and faith. Then let her preach; 
and let her members witness, working as 
individuals upon individuals, remembering 
the Shepherd and the one sheep. : 


REV. J. HAMILTON SMITH, D.D. 
President of the Eastern Synod 


We have been crying for the moon and 
we have it. The world, at least, has lost 
faith in its false gods. I believe that it 
is in a chastened mood—and is ready to 
listen to Christianity as it has not done 
since 1914. The new year spells the 
Chureh’s opportunity. Let the Church 
throw away her pessimism and seize it. 


Pottstown, Pa. 


LET US GO FORWARD 


By the Rev. E. Bruce Jacobs, President 
of the Ohio Synod 


Timorously, the Church waits. Why do 
we not “go up and possess the land?” 
There is insufficient faith. It appears we 
have come to the place where, when trade 
ceases in the market places, the Church 
too, pauses. On every side we hear plain- 
tive excuses, “you can’t do anything now.” 
Has the Church become so reliant upon the 
materialistic forces of the world that it 
knows no other power? And are we now 
mourning the loss of the flesh pots? 

There are Caleb’s and Joshua’s today 
who bid us go forward. But their voices 
are not heard. And while we wait for 
favorable economic conditions, the “giants 
of Anak” are firmly intrenching themselves. 
What will future generations say of the 
Church of today? Will there not be a 
curse upon us? For lest we “retard re- 
covery” we allow evil to engulf us. Greedy 
capitalism is establishing a low wage sys- 
tem with long hours under unhealthy work- 
ing conditions. Under the banner of gov- 
ernmental economy march the enemies of 
helpful bureaus and agencies, while arma- 
ment costs continue. With the promise of 
employment the liquor traffic again em- 
beds itself in our political and economic 
life. 

Is it not said of a Church which marks 
time under such challenges, “So because 
thou art lukewarm, and neither hot nor 
cold, I will spew thee out of my mouth?” 


Columbus, O. 


REV. E. BRUCE JACOBS 
President of the Ohio Synod 


A DETERMINATIVE YEAR 


By Josias Friedli, D.D., the President of 
the Synod of the Northwest 

In these days of uncertainty one should 
not try to forecast what the new year may 
bring to the Church. Whether 1933 will 
find our Church advancing to new heights 
of conquest and achievement, or sinking 
to lower depths of suffering and tribula- 
tion, lies beyond our present vision. How- 
ever, there are certain factors in our pres- 
ent situation which are becoming clearly 
discernible and which have a decisive 
bearing on the new year. 

In the first place it is clear that 1933 
is not just another year, another step either 
forward or backward, and especially not 
just another year of waiting for something 
to happen. It will be a year of determi- 
native character. The issue as to the su- 
premacy of the spiritual over the material 
will be determined. 

Again, I hope and believe, it will bring 
us to a new experience of fellowship and 
co-operation. We have just passed through 


the panicky stage of unreasoned criticism 
when our chief concern was to find a scape- 
that 


goat. We now see we were collec- 


REV. JOSIAS FRIEDLI, D.D. 
President Synod of the Northwest 


tively caught up in a situation which was 
world-wide and that we all shared in the 
evils of our time. This fellowship of guilt 
is leading us to a happier fellowship of 
confession, humility and service. 

Finally, our sense of dependence on God 
has been greatly quickened and our trust 
in Him correspondingly strengthened. This 
has always been the prerequisite of a genu- 
ine revival of the Church. Let every min- 
ister and every member enter upon the 
new year with courage and confidence to 
serve loyally our Lord, the head of the 
Church. 

Plymouth, Wis. 


WE MUST REDOUBLE OUR EFFORTS 


By Rev. William H. Knierim, A.M., Presi- 
dent of the Synod of the Mid-west 


Standing, as we now do, on the thres- 
hold of a new year, and looking forward 
as we must into its unknown precincts, we 
should remember that time is our oppor- 
tunity to estimate human life by the pur- 
pose to which it should be applied. “T 
must work while it is today, for the night 
cometh.” In these words our Master has 
left us an example. Only by this sense of 
consecration and urgency can we do any- 
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thing worth doing in this short span of our 
earthly life. 


The new year brings anew this chal- 
lenge. The mission of the Synod of the 
Mid-west should be the same for 1933 as 
the mission of the Church of Jesus Christ. 
The 119 ministers of the Gospel, the 1,875 
officers and teachers in the Sunday Schools, 
and the 20,097 members of the Church in 


he 


ent 


REV. WM. H. KNIERIM 
President Synod of the Mid-west 


the Synod of the Mid-west, should feel that 
it is their duty and joy to be witnesses for 
Christ to the world which lies around them. 


The supreme duty of the Church at this 
crisis is to redouble her efforts to stir the 
hearts, quicken the consciences, and en- 
kindle the zeal of all members with a vital 
religion. It is our bounden duty to give 
the Church our loyal support in love and 
money and in service. We should regu- 
larly attend her services; we should pray 
earnestly for her progress; we should pay 
liberally to her support; and we should 
cheerfully take our share of her work. The 
new year brings anew this sense of urg- 


The author of this book is Mr. A. J. 
Russell, an editor of one of London’s fore- 
most dailies. He describes in popular style 
the Oxford Group Movement whose found- 
er is Dr. F. N. D. Buchman, of Pennsyl- 
vania German stock, born in Emaus, Le- 
high County, reared as a member of the 
Lutheran Chureh, and a graduate of the 
Lutheran Theological Seminary, Mt. Airy, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Movement was first named after its 
leader, Buchmanism; now it is technically 
known as the “First-Century Christian Fel- 
lowship”. While Dr. Buchman is an Amer- 
ican, the center of the Fellowship is now 
in Oxford, England, and is often spoken 
of as the “Oxford Group Movement”. In 
this book the family name of the founder 
is not given; he is referred to as “Frank”. 
In chapter 4 his life and manner of work 
are described under the heading, “The 
Life-Changer”. This term indicates both 
his purpose and that of his associates. The 
“groups”, as they are called, are composed 
of men and women whose lives have been 
changed by the Spirit of God. 


The story of Frank’s life has been told 
also by Harold Begbie in a book entitled, 
“Life Changers”, which is now in its four- 
teenth edition. Beghbie is the author of a 
book that circulated about ten years ago 
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ency. If we meet this challenge, we will 
be Christians of the shining life. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


THE OPPORTUNITY OF THE 
CHURCH 


By the Rev. M. N. George, President of 
the Pittsburgh Synod 


“Watchmen, tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are.” 


Superficially considered, there are none. 
What do we see? Murder, crime and theft; 
selfishness, greed and nride. International 
strife and internal contentions; broken 
homes and wrecked lives. Here is a world 
torn, bruised, broken and bleeding. 


What a picture! 


What remedies are proposed? Place an- 
other political party in power. Adopt So- 
cialism or Communism. Repeal the 18th 
Amendment and give us beer to tax, so 
as to balance the budget and to provide 
work for the unemployed. New systems of 
theology are suggested. While some of 
these proposals may offer temporary relief, 
at best they are but nostrums, palliatives 
and makeshifts, and the last state will be 
worse than the first. 


What is needed is something far more 


radical. Society is sick. The pus sacs 
must be cut out. This demands a major 
operation. The surgeon to perform this 


operation is the Church of Jesus Christ. 
The scalpel is the gospel. In faith we ery: 


“OQ God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast 
And our eternal home.” 


Here is the opportunity of the Church. 
The need of Ephesus was the challenge to 
Paul. I Cor. 16:9. Paul says, here I stay 
and work. What the world needs today 
is not new systems, but new men, born 
of the spirit of God; new men, equipped 
with the whole armor of God and with 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God (Eph. 6:10-18); men who 
see the need of the world; men who enter 
the open door to work, to give, and to sac- 
rifice; apostolic men. This is the Church, 
equipped for action. As Mrs. Browning 
said: 


“For Sinners Only”* 


PRESIDENT GEorGE W. Ricwarps, D.D. 


under the title, “Mirrors of Downing 
Street, by a Gentleman with a Duster.” 
Begbie deseribes “F.B.” “as a young look- 
ing man of middle life, tall, upright, stout- 
ish, clean-shaven, spectacled, with that 
mien of serupulous shampooed and almost 
medical cleanliness or freshness which is 
so characteristic of the hygienie Ameri- 
can”; Mr. Russell adds, “which is so char- 


THE NEW YEAR 
By Leslie C. Beard 


Once more Old Father Time has 
swung his scythe 

And cut asunder the old dying year— 

A twelve-month fraught with want 
and haunting fear, 

Of deep distress, defeat and thwart- 
ed hopes. 


And in its place a New Year springs 
white-robed, 

Untried, yet radiant, vibrant with 
new life, 

Fares forth full-armed to war, in 
life’s grim strife, 

For joy and peace and fellowship 
with God. 
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“It takes a soul 

To move a body; it takes a high- 
souled man 

To move the masses.” 

How can hatred, selfishness, pride and 
greed be uprooted? How does the sun 
drive out frost and ice and bring sum- 
mer? By shining. How were Paul’s eyes 
opened, how was the persecutor of the 


REV. M. N. GEORGE 
President of the Pittsburgh Synod 


Chureh transformed into the great Chris- 


tian? By the shining lights of the gos- 
pel, like Stephen’s martyrdom. How did the 
early Church win her laurels and conquer 
the Roman empire? By their spiritual glow. 
The Roman world laughed at the resur- 
rection and mocked at the crucifixion, but 
was conquered by Christian love, “See, how 
these Christians love.” This is no time to 
quibble. It is a time for action, for giving, 
for sacrificing and Christian living. This 
is the best kind of preaching, before which 
the world will sit up and take notice. 
Here is the challenge to the Reformed 
Church. What is our response? Let us 
enter the open door and possess the land. 


Punxsutawney, Pa. 


acteristic of 
Group.” . 

Frank is said to have had the first seri- 
ous crisis in his life when “a fellow-stu- 
dent at Mt. Airy Seminary, Philadelphia, 
accused him of ambition.” This aceusa- 
tion smote him severely and probably econ- 
strained him to begin his ministry in a_ 
most unpromising quarter in Philadelphia 
where he was called to take charge of a 
mission without a fixed salary. He lived 
on the penny collections and his congrega- 
tion met in a “corner shop”. The mission 
grew so rapidly that the Church of the 
Good Shepherd was erected in a residential 
section. The heads of the families, how- 
ever, were already members of the older 
and more aristocratic Churehes, and 
Frank’s congregation was built up on serv- 
ants, butlers, and housemaids whom he 
reached by ringing door-bells. While he 
was pastor of this congregation he also 
built a hospice for young men which de- 
veloped into a chain of hospices in other 
cities. Later he founded a settlement 
house, on the lines of Toynbee Hall in 
England, which reached several hundred 
persons. In this way he learned how to 
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deal with grown-ups—“never to lose his 
temper”, “never to laugh at other people’s 
faults”. Frank’s seeret of getting boys 
up early on Sunday morning was not to 
scold, but to announce that there will be 
pan-eakes on the table at nine o’elock. 
After that all were down on time, some 
before time. 

Trouble came to Frank beeause both the 
hospice and the settlement house were un- 
der the control of a committee of ministers 
and laymen. He and the committee dis- 
agreed on ways of operation and another 
crisis came into his life resulting in the 
founding of the Oxford Group Movement. 

He sailed for Europe somewhat broken 
in health and in heart; to use his own 
words, “traveling through Italy and other 
parts of the continent, I found my way 
back to England and so up to Keswick, 
where a convention was in progress. And 
there something happened! something for 
which I shall always be grateful.” He 
heard a woman in a small village Church 
talk about the Cross of Christ and of the 
sinner and the One who had made 
full satisfaction for the sins of the 
world. This doctrine he was taught 
as a boy in the Church to which he be- 
longed; but now it became a great real- 
ity to him. “The woman’s simple talk 
personalized the Cross for me that day, 
and suddenly I had a poignant vision of 
the Crucified . . . it produced in me a 
vibrant feeling, as though a strong cur- 
rent of life had suddenly been poured into 
me, and afterwards a dazed sense of a 
great spiritual shaking-up ... a wave of 
strong emotion, following the will to sur- 
render, rose up within me from the depths 
of an estranged spiritual life, and seemed 
to lift my soul from its anchorage of sel- 
fishness, bearing it across that great sun- 
dering abyss to the foot of the Cross. With 
this deeper experience of how the life of 
God in Christ had bridged the chasm 
dividing me from Him, and the new sense 
of buoyant life that had come, I returned 
to the house feeling a powerful urge to 
share my experience.” 

While he was in Europe he was nursing 
ill-will against the six committee men in 
America with whom he had a fall-out; 
and now he wrote each one a letter telling 
him that he had nursed this feeling against 
them and, expressing his sorrow, asked 
forgiveness. 

This experience, which he describes in 
detail, may be called the conversion of 
Frank and put him on the way of the work 
which he is now doing. It was not simply 
a stirring up of emotions, but a surrender 
of the will from which the emotions natur- 
ally followed. He realized that Christ 
demands the whole heart and that only by 
complete surrender to Him can one find 
peace and happiness. That which separates 
men from Christ is sin, which is anything 
that is done contrary to the will of God. 
Before men can be reconciled to Christ, 
they must confess their sins and, so far 
as possible, make restitution to those 
against whom they sinned. For, while God 
alone can forgive sin, the sinner alone 
can make restitution for sin. 

The Movement which he represents has 
no organization, no system of doctrine, 
no officers, no boards, no secretaries, no 
treasury, no books, no pamphlets, no ad- 
vertisement,—none of the things that 
usually are connected with a church or an 
evangelistic service. The only thing need- 
ful is complete consecration; which in- 
volves confession of sin, the forsaking of 
sin, restitution, as far as possible, either 
to a person or an institution sinned 
against, submission to the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, which is received during the 
“Quiet Time,” that is, a period each day 
when the members of the Group wait 
silently, with pencils and tablets in hand, 
to write down what the Spirit tells them. 
Each member shares with others his ex- 
perience of forgiveness and the help which 
he has and is receiving from Christ. In 


this respect the Movement is new, different | 


from that of the Salvation Army led by 
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General Booth, from the Evangelical Re- 
vival led by John Wesley, or from the 
evangelistic campaigns of Mr. Sunday. 
Though an American and a stranger in 
England, without even a letter of introdue- 
tion, he was invited to come to Cambridge 
by two bishops of the Church of England 
and begin work in the University. He re- 
ceived an invitation from another bishop 
to come to the University of Oxford. He 
went to Oxford without announcement or 
advertisement of any kind, without liter- 
ature or sermons, only as a man with a 
dominating purpose and a vital experience. 
The first meeting he attended at Oxford 
by invitation was that of the “Philosophie 
Fortnightly”. This does not seem to have 
been a gathering specially favorable to 
a religious revival. The philosophic de- 
bate lasted from eight to eleven o’clock. 
In the meantime Frank was a silent lis- 
tener. At last they asked him to speak. 
The audience to whom he spoke is desecrib- 
ed as “ninety per cent ex-officer under- 


NEW YEAR 
B. F. M. Sours 


The past is past, the New Year 
dawns 
And glory spreads the vale; 
Let billows dash upon the seas 
And snowflakes blind the gale: 
But O the splendor thrills our eyes, 
The dawn of joy is near, 
For springtime fields the vision 
yields, 
And summer—happy year! 


The last year bore its weight of joy, 
It bore its freight of grief; 

It knew the springtime’s bloom of 

hope, 

It knew the autumn leaf: 

But past is past, and God is love, 
And springtime’s joy awaits, 

And glory surges by today 
Beyond the open gates. 


We knew the autumn’s leaves of 
flame, 

We knew her shroud of snow; 

We saw the blinding gales sweep by, 
And clapped to see them go. 

And O, New Year of joy and cheer, 
We hail thy breaking dawn, 

For Christ is King, and bids us sing 
Till thou, New Year, art gone. 


Mechanicsburg, Pa. 


graduates, from majors downward; men 
with reputations from the Intelligence Ser- 
vice, from the Navy, veterans of 21 or 
22, with rows of medals never seen or 
referred to; men who have since gone in- 
to important positions in Edueation, Civil 
Service, Diplomacy and Empire-building.” 
These were men of influence in college, 
most of them played games or rowed, and 
on Sunday a few—a very few—would go 
to chapel. “They were seated deep in arm 
chairs and the air was delicious with Dun- 
hills. The moment Frank began the at- 
mosphere changed. He picked up some 
thread in the discussion and began to tell 
of changed lives. His language was un- 
theological. He described the changes in 
men so like ourselves that interest was 
riveted at onee.” A week or two later 
Frank returned to Oxford, with three Cam- 
bridge men whose lives had been changed, 
and spent the week-end working among 
students and professors. 

In the last ten years Frank has traveled 
over the earth without the support of a 
Chureh, a board, a treasury, or a patron 
of any kind. He has worked in Germany, 
the Netherlands, India, America, South 
Africa, Australia, and Iceland. Every- 
where he has gone he has left groups of 
men and women who profess that their 
lives have been changed and who them- 
selves. have become life-changers—more 


than one thousand groups in different parts 
of the world. I have been told recently 
that at present the Movement has a strong 
hold in Switzerland and is supported by 
men of high position in Church and State 
in Geneva and in Zurich, 

While all sorts of persons are to be 
found in-the Groups, the purpose is not to 
reach only the down-and-outs, such as one 
finds in the Salvation Army barracks. The 
remarkable thing about it is that interest 
seems to be awakened primarily in the 
intelligentsia, the lords and ladies of 
European lands, men of business and of 
state, university men, professors and stu- 
dents. The author, Mr. Russell, met three 
men in England while Frank was in South 
America. Two of them were clergymen 
of the Anglican communion and “sons of 
bishops, and the third a bronzed and ath- 
letic Quaker, all in mufti”’. They were 
three exceedingly likeable young men, 
smartly dressed and radiating good feeling, 
kindliness, and self-possession. “When I 
asked one of the leaders of the Oxford 
Group who was the founder of the Move- 
ment, he replied with simple conviction: 
‘The Holy Spirit’.” “Not a man, but the 
Holy Spirit had founded a new religious 
movement in Oxford University and here 
were three of His representatives.” 


Their method for the winning of men, 
or the changing of lives, is witnessing, 
which they call “Sharing”. They do not 
argue, defend, or preach. They simply 
and quietly without pietistic emotionalism, 
tell one another what Christ and the Holy 
Spirit have done for them and for others 
whom they know—and those who witness 
are university men, professors, deans, stu- 
dents. “Sharing” ineludes two things, 
“confession” and “witnessing’’—confession 
to God and, when guided to do so by the 
Holy Spirit, to another person, Confes- 
sion passes readily into witnessing about 
Christ. Those whose lives have been 
changed are constrained to share the good 
news with others. It is a fundamental 
conviction of the Group that God has a 
plan for every life and that the only thing 
that keeps one from realizing the plan is 
sin, and the sin of sins is “independence 
towards God”. Salvation from sin, there- 
fore, is a return to, and dependence upon, 
God through confession and consecration. 
Each convert is set to work, for Frank is 
opposed to mere possible emotionalism. 
The only faith that is genuine is the faith 
that works in love. 

This seems to be somewhat like apostolic 
Christianity, and on that account, the 
name “First-Century Christian Fellowship” 
is assumed to be appropriate. Much stress 
is laid on the daily guidance of the Spirit 
through prayer and the “Quiet Time”. 
God will direct those who ask Him and 
wait upon Him, a conviction that has 
grown out of the personal experience of 
thousands of those who have observed the 
“Quiet Time”. 


The most effective work is done through 
house parties composed of invited persons 
of every sort,—bishops, ministers, profes- 
sors, gamblers, sports, ladies, prostitutes, 
thieves, bandits. Social lines are abolish- 
ed through the single purpose of changing 
lives. As to results, the author says: “The 
extraordinary fact was that, in an age 
when, so far as I knew, converts to Chris- 
tianity were practically nil in _ the 
Churches, the Oxford Group were con- 
tinually witnessing men and women 
being changed into highly - vitalized 
Christians. Some of the changes were 
real modern miracles: big sinners, key- 
men, intellectuals, aristocrats and com- 
moners alike. Not emotional decisions, as 
witnessed in some of the old-fashioned 
mass-revivals, but decisions taken in quiet 
heart-to-heart talks as a result of tactful 
personal evangelism by educated men and 
women courageously accepting, as they did 
two thousand years ago, the high challenge 
to give themselves completely to the cause 
of Christ, and telling their own experi- 
ence of their indwelling Master.” 

One stands perplexed by the facts that 
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are recorded in this book. They are doubt- 
less true. We, who are of Pennsylvania 
and of the same stock as Frank, are in- 
clined to be somewhat skeptical. We are 
prone to say, as they said of One greater 
than he: “Is not this the son of a butcher? 
Are not his brothers and sisters here with 
us? What good can come out of. Emaus?” 


This, however, may be a eulogy rather 
than a disparagement of the founder and 
the Movement. They may be sharing the 
fate of religious revivals of the past two 


thousand years. 
because we are 


We are skeptical, also, 
accustomed to work in 
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churches with confessions of faith, rituals, 
ministers, synods, sacraments, carefully 
prepared sermons, books, tracts, secre- 
taries, theological professors. When we 
consider the simple, free, unorganized way 
of Frank and his associates, we ask: “How 
can this thing be?” Some one answers: 
“These men change lives, thousands, yea, 
tens of thousands,—lives of prize-fighters, 
athletes, gamblers, professors, lords and 
ladies, business men, diplomats, doctors, 
lawyers, men and women of every de- 
gree.” Here one finds no fanaticism, only 
plain, honest, also cultured, and _ refined, 
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social and religious fellowship, professing 
dependence on God and on the guidance of 
the Spirit. One thing, however, is demand- 
ed: absolute love, purity, honesty, unsel- 
fishness. 


Is this the coming revival? 
preachers and professors and secretaries 
will have to change many of our pet 
theories, dogmas, theologies, and modes of 
operation. No, this cannot be! Read the 
book, “For Sinners Only,” and decide for 
yourself, 


If so, we 
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CLASSES MEETING IN JANUARY, 
1933, ACCORDING TO THE RECORDS 
RECEIVED IN THE OFFICE OF 
THE STATED CLERK OF THE 
GENERAL SYNOD 
JANUARY 22: 
Wyoming (7.30 P. M.), First, Berwick, 
Pa., Rev. Ray S. Vandevere, 313 8S. 2nd 
Street, Berwick, Pa. 
JANUARY 23: 
Philadelphia (9.30 A. M.), Christ, Nor- 
ristown, Pa., Rev. C. T. Glessner, 1009 
W. Marshall Street, Norristown, Pa. 
Tohickon (7.45 P. M.), Heidelberg, Hat- 
field, Pa., Rev. Henry A. Benner, Quak- 
ertown, Pa. 
Clarion (7.30 P. M.), First, Apollo, Pa., 
Rey. Albert J. Knoll, South 2nd Street, 
Apollo, Pa. 
JANUARY 24: 
California (7.30 P. M.), Ebenezer, Shaf- 
ter, Cal., Rev. A. Funk, Shafter, Cal. 
JANUARY 30: 
Northwest Ohio (7.30 P. M.), First, 
Toledo, Ohio, Rev. Perry Bauman, 367 
Plymouth Street, Toledo, Ohio. 
Maryland (2.00 P. M.), Christ, Funks- 
town, Md., Rev. Robert Lee Bair, Ava- 
lon Apt., 156 8S. Potomae St., Hagers- 
town, Md. 


BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 


In extending best wishes for a New Year 
filled with choicest blessings for all the 
friends of Bowling Green Academy, we ac- 
knowledge the receipt of these holiday 
donations which have gladdened the heart 
of our faithful teacher, Miss Agnes E, 
Wolfe: A Friend in Egypt, $15; ©. G. 
Shupe, $1; Rosa E. Ziegler, $5; Miss Emma 
C. Wagner, $10; Miss Margaret E. Wagner, 
$10; Milton Boyer and family, $5. This 
brings our total to $271. It is our hope 
that “the turning of the year” may move 
many of our friends to remember this im- 
portant work for colored youth. Send all 
checks to Dr. Paul S. Leinbach. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rey. Vincent W. Bucher from Cuyahoga 
Falls, O., to 1210 Ninth St., N., Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Rev. Ward Hartman from Dayton, O. 
to Fairfield, O. 

Rey. G. W. Kerstetter from 
ville, Md., to Funkstown, Md. 

Rev. Raymond C. Strine from Lancaster, 
Pa., to Troutville, Pa. 

Rev. V. J. Tingler from Sandusky, O. 
to 246 Poplar St., Meadville, Pa. 


? 
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May 1933 mean for all in the “Messen- 
ger’ family a closer walk with Christ! 

Rey. Dougan C. Cox, 78, died Dee. 27 in 
Thomasville, N. C. Fuller account later. 

A Men’s Congress of East Ohio Classis 
is planned for Sunday, Jan. 15, in First 
Chureh, Canton, O., Dr, R. W. Blemker, 
pastor. 

Rev. B. M. Werkheiser, of Coplay, Pa., 
was a victim of the grip, which prevented 


— 


his participation in the services on Christ- 
mas. 

Speaking of “baby grands,” one weigh- 
ing 9% lbs. and named Martha Jane ar- 
rived Dec. 29 at the home of Rev. and 
Mrs. A, O. Leonard, Lexington, N. ©. 

Rev. Calvin Franz, a recent graduate of 
the Mission House Seminary, was recently 
installed as pastor of the Reformed 
Chureh of Holton, Kans. 

The Editor of the “Messenger” attended 
the annual meeting of the American So- 
ciety of Church History, at Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, New York, Dee. 27. 

The Christmas offering for Bethany 
Orphans’ Home in St. John Chureh, 
Riegelsville, Pa., Rev. Samuel J. Kirk, 
pastor, together with the §. 8., totaled 
$617. 

Rey. Julius W. Kuck, who graduated 
from the Mission House Seminary last 
spring, began the pastorate of St. Paul’s 
Church, Kansas City, Mo., our progressive 
Chureh in that city. 

Rev. Rufus C. Zartman, D. D., Supt. of 
Evangelism for the Reformed Church, con- 
ducted evangelistic services in the Wap- 
wallopen, Pa., Charge, Rev. ©. L. Hahn, 
pastor, from Dee, 12 to 21. 

At the Christmas Candlelight Service at 
6 A. M. in St. Peter’s Church, Laneaster, 
Pa., Rev. James E. Wagner, the offering 
was for the Bethany Orphans’ Home. The 
annual congregational meeting will be held 
on Jan. 9. 

Elder R. Monroe Hoffman, of First 
Church, Reading, Pa., for years an active 
layman in the Eastern Synod, died Christ- 
mas morning at his home in Wyomissing, 
aged 70 years. Mr. Hoffman, who was vice- 
president of the Reading Trust Co. for the 
past year, and its former president, is sur- 
vived by his wife. 

Over 6000 copies of “Balancing the Bud- 
get” have been ordered from the Exec- 
utive Committee in the last few days. If 
you have not yet secured a copy, send for 


A NEW YEAR’S PRAYER 


O God, may our eyes be turned for- 
ward 
As we greet this next year so new, 
For the old year has faded behind 
us, 
And the new one is in full view. 


Do help us to be better Christians 
Than we ever have been before, 
And aid us to be more tolerant 
Of others, dear Father, and more— 


Make us better in all of our deeds, 
Lord, 

Than we were any time last year, 

Remembering only Thy love, Lord, 

As each promising day draws near. 


Ruth E. Clymer. 


one. Copies will not be sent out unless 
ordered, since the budget of the Executive 
Committee limits the distribution of liter- 
ature perceptibly. 

The leading article in the “Union Sem- 
inary Review” (Richmond, Va.) for Oc- 
tober, is on “The Finality of the Christian 
Religion,” by President George W. Rich- 
ards, of Lancaster Theological Seminary. 
It is a stimulating and persuasive docu- 
ment. 


The Executive Committee of West Sus- 
quehanna Classis meets Jan. 7, at the home 
of Elder J. H. Eisenhauer, Lewisburg, Pa., 
to receive Rey. Ernest W. Moyer from 
Tohickon Classis, to consider and confirm 
a eall to Mr. Moyer from St. John’s 
Church, Bellefonte, and to appoint a com- 
mitte on installation. 

The State Convention of the Pennsylva- 
nia Council of Churches will be held in 
Grace M. E. Church, Harrisburg, Monday - 
and Tuesday, Jan. 30-31. The Convention 
theme is “A Dynamie Church for a Dis- 
tressed World.” Many of our pastors and 
Church workers are expected to attend this 
important Convention, held at so critical a 
time. 

On Christmas Eve, Trinity Chureh, Phil- 
adelphia, Rev. Purd E. Deitz, pastor, the 
Church was illuminated, and from 7.30 
to 8.30, Mr. Remy A. Muller, Carillonneur, 
rendered a recital of Christmas Carols. A 
special service was held at 6.30 on Christ- — 
mas. A Christmas festival was held on 
Dec. 28, with the departments of the ie 
S. participating in a splendid program; of- —_— 
fering for the orphans. i 


On Home Mission Day, Supt. John ©, — oe 
Horning presented the challenge of Home ts 
Missions to Salem Chureh, Louisville, Ky., 
Rev. A. H. Schmeuszer, pastor; in the 
afternoon at Salem Church, of New Mid- 
dletown, where Rev. C. H. Sehmitt of 
Zions, Louisville, is supplying, and in the 
evening at St. Luke’s Church, Jefferson- — 
ville, where Rev. W. F. Lahr is minis 
ing with growing fruitfulness. : 


Rev. Dr. George L. Nuckolls, transfer- 
ing from the M. E. Church to the Re- 
formed, became pastor of the Seventee 
Ave. Church, Denver, in August. In t 
few months of 1932 there have been added 
67 new members, and the Chureh attend-— 
ance has gradually inereased until 
Church is practically full each Sun 
and the S. S. has made an eneouragi 
growth. These first fruits give pro 
of larger things in our Denver Church. 

The Holy Communion was celebrate 
in St. Mark’s Church, Allentown, Pa., | 
C. D. Kressley, pastor, on January 
The 1933 congregational meeting will 
held on Jan. 13 at 8 P. M. This Chure 
was asked to conduct services in the 
high Co. Prison on Dee. 25 at 2.30. 
play, “The Message of the Manger” 
given at the annual Christmas servie 
the S. 8. 

Christmas was fittingly obse 
Christ Church, Elizabethtown, 
L. C. T,-Miller, minister, Sunday 
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Dee. 18, the familiar Christmas carols 
were sung; Christmas Day was begun with 
a dawn service; in the evening the 
pageant, “Christmas Through the Ages,” 
written by Miss Ruth Gise, a member of 
Christ Church, was presented by the sev- 
eral departments of the Chureh School, 
with more than 100 taking part in the pre- 
sentation. Offering for Bethany approxi- 
mated $90. 

In Zion Church, York, Pa., Dr. J. Kern 
McKee, pastor, the entire offering of the 
8. S. on Dee. 18 was given to the orphans. 
The cantata, “The Child Jesus”, was ren- 
dered by the choir at the 6 A. M. service 
on Christmas Day. A children’s party was 
held on Dee. 28 from 2 to 4 P. M. The 
installation and consecration of Chureh 
and S. S. officers was held at the 11 
A. M. service on New Year’s Day. Holy 
Communion will be celebrated on Jan. 8, 
morning and evening, with the prepara- 
tory service the previous Friday at 7.45. 

In St. John’s Church, Williamsport, Pa., 
Rev. W. C. Rittenhouse, pastor. the Y. P. 
Society presented a Christmas pageant 
written by the pastor on Dec. 18. The 
pageant was elaborately staged and finely 
given. The Church School Christmas fes- 
tival on Christmas night was one of the 
best given in years. During the past 
month the Men’s Bible Class transformed 
the greater part of the Church cellar into 
a first class quoit court. The pastor was 
confined to his home during the Christmas 
season by an attack of influenza. 

The Rey. Calvin H. Wingert, pastor of 
Faith and Oakbrook Churches, Reading, 
Pa., and Miss Grace Kathryn Fridinger, 
teacher in the Gap, Pa., High School, were 
wedded on Christmas immediately after 
the 6 A. M. service in Faith Church, the 
officiant, Rev. J. M. Mengel of Grace 
(Alsace) Church, using the double ring 
ceremony. The groom had also been con- 
firmed by Pastor Mengel, and the latter 
was chairman of the committee who 
licensed and ordained Mr. Wingert to the 
holy ministry. The “Messenger” extends 
felicitations to bride and groom. 


Tf any institution of learning in Amer- 
ica has issued a more beautiful Calendar 
for 1933 than that which has come to us 
from Mercersburg Academy, we have not 
been privileged to see it. Of course few 
if any colleges or academies in the land 
have buildings or campus eclipsing Mer- 
cersburg, and it is natural therefore that 
this Calendar, showing the magnificent 
Chapel on its cover and giving throughout 
most artistic photographie reproductions 
of the various buildings as well as the 
genial Headmaster, should be a gem to be 
prized by anyone fortunate enough to 
possess it. 

In the Woodcock Valley Charge, Mar- 
klesburg, Pa., Rev. J. W. Yeisley, pastor, 
the 8 missionary societies, aided by the 
Girls’ Guilds and the Mission Bands, held 
their Thank Offering services in each of 
the 8 congregations. The programs were 
thoughtfully and carefully prepared and 
consisted of songs, reports, addresses by 
women only, and a pageant. Large audi- 
ences greeted the women and the offerings 
were creditable. Mrs. Yeisley organized 
the societies about a year ago and had 
charge of all of the services. The mis- 
sionary spirit is growing and though it is 
new to the women here, their contribution 
to missions will this first year almost equal 
the amounts paid by the congregations on 
the apportionment. 

At the 20th anniversary of the Re- 
formed Church of Tamms, IIl., Supt. John 
C. Horning delivered the messages and 
conducted a consistorial conference in the 
afternoon, on Dee. 11. Over 20 years ago, 
Supt. Horning visited this new railroad 
town of 800 souls, which had quite a ques- 
tionable reputation. That Sunday evening 
a service was held in the school house, the 
first for 9 months. A visit now revealed 
what the Church had wrought for a better 
community life, a compensating evidence 
of the value of Home Mission work. This 
congregation, which in connection with 
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the Church at Mill Creek became self-sup- 
porting in 11 years, continues its good 
work under the leadership of Rev. L. C. 
Minsterman. 


At the Fall Communion in Kissinger’s 
Church, of which Rey. H. J. Miller, of 
Womelsdorf, Pa., has been the supply 
pastor for the last 4 years, a class of 11 
catechumens was confirmed. This was a 
splendid addition to a congregation of so 
small a membership. The present mem- 
bership is 88. A few years ago the 
Chureh was entirely refinished and a hard- 
wood floor laid, making the auditorium 
very attractive. At the present time a 
new steam heating system is being in- 
stalled. The school house adjoining the 
Chureh, which was abandoned by the 
school district years ago, has been pur- 
chased by the Church and equipped for 
social purposes. The Church has a grow- 
ing S. 8. and an active Ladies’ Aid So- 
ciety. 

Supt. John C. Horning preached the 
sermon on Nov. 27, at the 6th anniversary 
of Calvary Church, Maywood, in whose 
organization he had an active part. This 
congregation, under the leadership of Rev. 
A. J. Michael, has been rendering a grow- 
ing service in this new suburb of Chicago. 
Their great need is a more adequately 
equipped building for more efficient min- 
istry. In the evening, Dr. Horning brought 
a message to the Young People of Grace 
Chureh, Chicago. The opening service was 
a dramatization of the Parable of the 
Virgins. Pastor Ernest Fledderjohn is 
helpfully ministering to the varying needs 
of this near-down-town community where 
depression is keenly felt. 

In the Junior Department of the Church 
School of Zion’s Church, Ashland, Pa., Rev. 
A. A. Welsh, pastor, the Christmas play, 
“The Best Name” by Rev. Wm. Gerhardt, 
published in the “Messenger’’, Oct. 27 issue, 
was presented by one of the teachers and 
a group of boys and girls. The play was 
well rendered and much enjoyed by the 
children of the department, who readily 
grasped the lesson of the story. There are 
90 children in the Junior Dept., 6 teach- 
ers, the supt., Miss Rosa C. Keim, and the 
assistant supt. They are doing splendid 
work. This was evidenced by the fact 
that by their own suggestion and unani- 
mous vote they brought white gifts to the 
service to be sent to the children at Beth- 
any Orphans’ Home. 

Rey. Clifford L. Bash was installed pas- 
tor of the Wilhelm Charge, Somerset Clas- 
sis, on the evening of Dec. 15, at St. Paul’s 
Church, by a committee consisting of Revs. 
A, M. Wright, John W. Keener and B. A. 
Black, D.D. Rev. Mr. Wright gave the 
address to the minister, Rev. Mr. Keener 
spoke to the congregation, and the chair- 
man presided and performed the installa- 
tion ceremony. Although this service was 
held on the coldest night of the winter 
thus far and blocked roads prevented the 
usual large attendance at such services, a 
fair sized congregation was present. The 
enthusiasm and unanimity with which the 
people of the charge have received this 
brother presage a happy and fruitful pas- 
torate. 

In Trinity Church, Tamaqua, Pa., the 
19th anniversary of the fruitful ministry 
of the pastor, Rev. A. C. Thompson, D.D., 
was observed in connection with the An- 
nual Ingathering service on Dec. 4. The 
pastor preached a sermon outlining the 
developments in Church life during the 
opening years of the 20th century. The 
offering was $1,234.65. At Christ Church, 
Rush Township, there was a gathering of 
the community and a service in which the 
4 surrounding villages were represented by 
musical selections by 3 choirs, solos and 
duets. The pastor was presented with a 
huge bouquet of chrysanthemums. Neigh- 
boring ministers of other denominations 
were present and brought greetings of 
felicitation. 

All the services during the Christmas 
holidays in First Church, High Point, N. 
C., Rev. W. R. Shaffer, pastor, were well 
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attended. On Dee. 23 a play was held and 
a treat given to the children. At 5 P. M. 
Christmas evening a vesper service was 
held, the Church was lighted with candles, 
and the decorations were beautiful. On 
Christmas morning at 8.45 a beautiful wed- 
ding was held in the Church, when Miss 
Lucile Lopp became the bride of Lloyd 
Smith before an improvised background of 
green. The pastor performed the impres- 
sive ring ceremony. Both bride and groom 
are active in the work of the Chureh. After 
a bridal trip to Richmond, Va., and Wash- 
ington, D. C., they will be at home in this 
city. Mrs. W. 8. Stevenson, of Philadel- 
phia, mother of Mrs. Shaffer, was a guest 
at the parsonage during the holidays. 

We do not have a list of the congrega- 
tions that have paid nothing on the Appor- 
tionment during the year 1932, but the 
sad fact remains, that quite a number of 
Churches would need to be listed in this 
group. It is very evident, however, as 
someone has said, that it seems almost un- 
natural, if not impossible, that there should 
be anywhere a group of Christians, or- 
ganized in a Church, who do not contri- 
bute anything toward the benevolent 
work of the denomination during the per- 
iod of one whole year. Possibly the records 
are at fault, or a full knowledge of the 
actual payments has not been gained. It 
is hoped that within the next few days 
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many of these Churches yet listed as hav- 
ing contributed nothing may find them- 
selves able to do something for the mis- 
sionary and benevolent work of the Church 
in order to cut down, as much as possible, 
the immense deficit for 1932. 

The S. 8S. of First Church, Burlington, 
N. C., Rev. Banks J. Peeler, pastor, con- 
ducted a Christmas festival on Dee. 22. 
Hach department rendered a 10-minute 
program in the chapel. Afterward, those 
present were invited to the social rooms, 
where a Christmas store was ready to 
serve its customers. Attendance units 
valued at one cent each had been earned 
by the children and young people. These 
were traded out at the store. The Junior 
group put on their annual get-together in 
the American Legion hut. A white can- 
dle-light service entitled “The Shepherd’s 
Vision,” rendered Christmas evening, was 
impressive and well received by a Church 
filled with worshippers. Offering sent to 
Nazareth Home, 

The Hoffman orphans received the offer- 
ings of all the services on Christmas Day 
from the Church of the Incarnation, New- 
port, Pa., Rev. W. D. Mehrling, pastor. 
The crowning service of the day was the 
rendition of the pageant “The Heavenly 
Host” by Bayard, with a cast of 50. Al- 
most two hours were required to present 
it and the Church was overflowing. The 
W. M.S. recently had their annual Thank 
Offering service. By the courtesy of the 
Ladies’ Aid Society each member will be 
presented with a Scripture pamphlet pre- 
pared by the pastor for 1933. This Church 
is joining in with other Churches in observ- 
ing the Week of Prayer beginning Jan. 1. 
Student James Moyer of our Seminary 
preached his first sermon in the home 
Chureh during the vacation, and at the 
same service Paul Wright, another min- 
isterial student from the congregation now 
at Catawba College, read the Seripture and 
offered prayer. The pastor has been elect- 
ed chaplain of the local fire company. 


A White Gifts for the King service was 
held in the Evangelical Reformed Chureh, 
Frederick, Md., Rev. Dr. Henri L. G. Kief- 
fer, pastor, on Dec. 18. Mr. Elmer Keefer, 
chairman of the committee for the service 
since its inception 18 years ago, was pre- 
vented this year from serving by illness 
and his place was taken by Mr. Richard C. 
Dutrow who, with the musical director, 
Mrs. Maud W. Dittmar, arranged a service 
marked with reverence and dignity. On 
Dec. 23, the Men’s Bible Class held its 
Christmas Carol service; Christmas morn- 
ing the boys’ and girls’ choirs united with 
the senior choir; Dec. 26, a Christmas 
party for the children of the S. 8.; Dec. 
27, a similar party for the Y. P.’s Dept., 
and on Dee. 28, the C. E. Society, under 
leadership of Mr. Wm. M. Brish, and the 
minister’s assistant, Miss Dorothy E. Part- 
ington, presented the play, “Why the 
Chime Rang.” The offering at the White 
Gift service was $944.95, of which $767.45 
was for the orphans. Other Christmas of- 
ferings, also for the orphans, was $101.26; 
total for orphans, $868.71; for benevolence, 
$1,046.21. 

In the bulletin issued by the Mission- 
ary and Stewardship Committee of Ken- 
tuecky Classis the following statement is 
made after referring to the good work 
done by the Classis throughout the year, 
and the need of special effort in raising 
Apportionment moneys at this time: “And 
what shall I more say? For the time 


would fail me to tell of Dr. GC. E. Schaef- © 


fer, and of Dr. A. R. Bartholomew, and of 
Dr. H. I. Stahr, and of Dr. J. W.. Memin- 
ger, and of others who, through faith, con- 
tinue to carry on the Lord’s work without 
adequate support by our Church.” There 
is a clinching statement. Here is another 
roll of men, who find themselves unable 
to proceed with their work. The thought 
that this is the personal work of the See- 
retaries, is altogether too common through- 
out the Church. It is no more the work of 
the Secretaries than it is of every member 
throughout the Chureh. It is our work; it 
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is the Lord’s work. What this Missionary 
and Stewardship Committee would have 
Kentucky Classis know, the entire Church 
should know: that the label “Kingdom 
activity” is not that of a man but “the 
Lord’s.” It is He who is glorified by 
every success, by the winning of souls, 
and the strengthening of faith and the 
building of the Church. 


In the New Ringgold Parish, McKeans- 
burg, Pa., Rev. Theodore J. Schneider, 
pastor, the services of Christmastide were 
again characterized by the spirit of beauty, 
reverence and devotion. Preparatory serv- 
ices were held at New Ringgold and Me- 
Keansburg on Christmas Eve, the full 
Choral Communion on Christmas Day, Me- 
Keansburg at 8 and New Ringgold at 9.30. 
A beautiful choral vesper service was held 
in Christ Church, McKeansburg, at 4 P. M., 
preceded by a half-hour of organ music, 
when the rendering of Adam’s “Cantique 
de Noel” by the pastor and wife in an 
arrangement for organ and piano elicited 
the most appreciative response. The can- 
dlelight vesper service was sung by 20 
children and the ‘Church was filled. For 
the Churches at Lewistown and Tuscarora, 
the Preparation was planned for Dee. 30, 
and Holy Communion on the Festival of 
the Circumcision. On New Year’s Eve, 
the annual Watch Night was held at Christ 
Church, MeKeansburgh; the service of Vi- 
gil at 10 was a choral service, when Rev. 
C. E. Huegel, Lutheran pastor, preached; 
a social hour followed; shortly before mid- 
night an adaptation of the ancient Hour 
of Compline bade farewell to the Old Year 
with the tolling of the bell, and at 12 the 
ringing of the bell and a brief service of 
Prime ushered in the New Year. 


Christmas week at Christ Church, Nor- 
ristown, Pa., was celebrated with song, 
story and play. On Sunday afternoon, Dec. 
18, the Norristown Chapter, National As- 
sociation of Organists, sponsored the 
Christmas cantata, “The Story of Christ- 
mas,” by H. Alexander Matthews, ren- 
dered by a choir of 50 voices. The solo- 
ists were Miss Grace Kauffman, soprano; 
Mrs. Samuel Barrington, contralto; Mr. 
Harold Weand, tenor, and Mr. EK. E. Long, 
baritone. The choir was led by John S8. 
Thompson, organist and choirmaster, and 
the organ accompaniment was played by 
Miss Isabel Naylor, assistant organist. 
Mr. Walter DePrefontaine and Mr. Jos. 
Bowman, local organists, also took part. 
On Dee. 19, the choir presented the play 
“A Christmas Carol,” by Charles Dickens, 
for the 2nd consecutive year; on Wednes- 
day evening the candle-light service, 
sponsored by the Orpheus Club, a musical 
organization; Friday evening the choir 
broadcast carols throughout the west end 
of Norristown through a large loud speaker 
system. Special services were held at 7 
and 11 A. M. and 7.30 P. M. on Christmas 
Day. A White Gift service for Bethany 
Orphans’ Home and needy families was 
held in the evening. The Nursery, Kinder- 
garten and Primary Departments held 
their Christmas programs during the week. 
The annual congregational meeting was 
held on Jan. 4, at a dinner meeting, and 
the final report on the new Church build- 
ing constructed two years ago was given. 


THE STEWARDSHIP ESSAY AND 
POSTER CONTEST 


The Eleventh Annual Stewardship Essay 
and Poster Contest begins January 1, 1933. 
It will close in the local Churches on 
March 12. 

The subjects for the Essays and Posters 
are the same for all age groups, except 
that there are to be no posters in Group E. 
They are: 

Group A (9-11 years, inclusive): 
Stacy, an Indian Steward. 

Group B (12-14 years, inclusive): William 
EK. Hoy, a Stewardship Expert in Three 
Lands. 

Group © (15-17 years, inclusive): How Can 
I Make Good as a Christian Steward? 

Group D (18-21 years, inclusive): What 
Can I Do to Make America Christian? 
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Group E (Sunday School teachers and offi- 
cers, except ministers): What Modern 
Methods of Church Finance Will Stand 
the Christian Test? 

The awards offered this year are not as 
large as in some other years, but are quite 
sufficient to be incentives to the contest- 
ants. They are intended not so much as 
prizes as encouragements. Folders giving 
full information regarding the Contest 
have been mailed to pastors and others. 
It would be well if the pastor would hold 
conferences with the Stewardship leaders 
in his Church and make plans how best 
to enlist the members. 

Packets of leaflets on each topic have 
been prepared for each age group and will 
be sent upon request. It will be well to 
send in the order early in order to give the 
contestants longer time to work before the 
Contest closes on March 12, 

Elder C. E. Zimmerman, Chairman of 
the Committee on Stewardship, makes the 
following statement: “This Contest is held 
for the definite purpose of offering to the 
young people, and teachers of young peo- ~ 
ple in our Church, an opportunity to ae- 
quaint themselves with the teachings and 
principles of Christian Stewardship. It is 
hoped that their studies will be thorough 
and will enable them to link up their lives 
more intimately with God and with the 
work of the Church and humanity.” 

Year by year there has been an inerease 
in the number of contestants and in the 
enthusiasm, and this year should eclipse 
last year’s high record. The Committee 
on Stewardship hopes that this Eleventh 
Contest will be the best and most Ske 
thus far. 


GENERAL SYNOD NOTES 
J. Rauch Stein, Stated Clerk 

A new edition of the Constitution of 
the Reformed Church in the U. 8., revised 
to date and including all the Amendments 
declared adopted since the General Synod 
of 1908 at Allentown, will shortly be off 
the press and available through the Gen- 
eral Synod’s Board of Christian Education, : 
for presidents, secretaries and pastors Grae oe 
the Church, | 

This new edition will also contain the : 
Orders of Business for the spring and fall 
meetings of Classes, the annual meeting i aia 
the Synods and the triennial meeting of 
the General Synod. The Forms and Rules 
of Order, adopted at Allentown, continue ae 
in foree for the triennium of calen : 
years 1933-35, inclusive. dar ‘se 

Juniata Classis is the 25th Classis to. 
complete the payment of its Apportionment 
for the General Synod Contingent Fun an 
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BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Supt. © 
The Bethany family to the number of 
215 attended the Shrine Circus in the 
Rajah Temple at Reading and all ones 
the treat. We are indeed grateful to the 
Nobles of the Mystie Shrine who made — 
possible this treat to our children. eels 
At first it looked as though only about 
50% of our family could attend, due 
transportation problems. The  superin 
tendent felt he could not ask for a plea 
trip for the children when essentials y 
so necessary at the Home. Through — 
Adolph Kaufman, friends of Bethany 
number of whom were Shriners, said, 
shall send you a Reading bus!” The driv 
of the Heidelberg School bus offered his 
sistance. Employees offered their 
chines. The children were given the tr 
at practically no expense to the Home. 


a theatre before. After they were se 
a number were wondering where ther 
a circus. Suddenly they were surpris 
when what they thought was a wall 
to move and a large stage was before 
and the circus had begun. >, 

The 15 babies under 3 years staye 
home. The older children were entri 
with the eare of two younger ¢ 
Each child was marked with ribb 
the Home; colors green and white. 
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a perfect treat and the most we can say is, 
“Thank You.” 


THE 190TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
ST. LUKE’S CONGREGATION, 
TRAPPE, PA. 


St. Luke’s congregation, one of the old- 
est in Montgomery County, celebrated its 
190th anniversary on Nov. 27. The large 
audiences of present and former members 
filed the sanctuary at both services. In 
the morning Dr. 8. L. Messinger, who serv- 
ed the congregation for 26 years, spoke, 
and it was regretted that Dr. H. T. Spang- 
ler, who served the charge faithfully in two 
pastorates, could not be present because of 
illness. St. Luke’s quartet and choir ren- 
dered excellent music and Mrs. Nellie Ash- 
enfelter, daughter of Dr. Messinger and 


supervisor of music in the Norristown 
schools, sang a beautiful solo. The present 
pastor, Rev. Arthur C. Ohl, paid a fitting 
tribute to the congregation and Dr, H. Mar- 
shall Thurlow conducted the devotional 
service. The evening services were ¢on- 
ducted by the Y. P.’s,Department, Ray H. 
Hagenbuch, president, presiding. Norris 
Johnson, Mrs. Jesse Royer Greaves and 
Mr. Albert Reichenbach made addresses 
and a group from Mrs. Greaves’ School of 
the Blind sang several Thanksgiving selec- 
tions. 

St. Luke’s Church was constituted by 
the Communion service held on Novy. 17, 
1742, by John Philip Boehm, and was early 
known as the Providence Church. Its first 
building was a log structure built in 1747; 
in 1835 it was replaced by a stone building 
and the present edifice was built in 1874. 


ST. LUKE’S CHURCH 
Rev. Arthur C. Ohl, pastor 
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Ne and helpful flood- 
lights cn the study of the Im- 
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subject. The pupil finds freshness and vigor. The teacher goes 
to class wide awake.” 

Thus each Sunday teacher and class adventure with one of 
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Pastors who served this congregation are: 
Revs. Alfred B. Shenkle; John H. A. Bom- 
berger, D.D.; H. T. Spangler, D.D.; 8S. L. 
Messinger, D.D., and Arthur C. Ohl, the 
present pastor, who has just completed his 
9th year. The Rey. Henry Super and Prof. 
Aleidies Reichenbach were former super- 
intendents of the 8. S. 
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Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


CONSTRUCTIVE AND EDUCATIONAL 
PLAYTHINGS FOR CHILDREN 


By Ray Trum Nathan 


How many parents realize the advan- 
tages derived from living and elemental 
things as Christmas gifts—a pot of grow- 
ing flowers; seedlings; a bowl of goldfish; 
a bird; a four-footed friend; a magnet? 

Even in the city there is room for a 
tiny turtle or a bird, and if you reside in 
the suburbs, I would suggest a rabbit, or 
a guinea pig, as a play-fellow. Whatever it 
is, it must be the child’s own and he must 
learn to be responsible for its welfare. 
This idea of entire responsibility will add 
deep enjoyment if gently, patiently and 
unwaveringly insisted upon. 

The more common domestic animals rare- 
ly bring perfect joy because they seem 
to belong to the entire family. However, 
if one is singled out to be the child’s very 
own property—his to care for and protect, 
always—it will prove a marvelous inspira- 
tion and a real factor in the gain of scien- 
tific knowledge. For, primarily, children 
want to know the whys and wherefores, and 
what better or safer mental stimulus can 
they have! 


I have in mind the gift of a bowl of 
goldfish with a bit of coral to a very small 
daughter. We elders found it difficult to 
answer her queries satisfactorily. In fact, 
it resulted in our looking up everything 
relating to it that we could find and reduc- 
ing it to such form as a childish mind could 
grasp and absorb. ‘This proved a great 
pleasure and profit to our little one, who, 
as she grew older, never lost interest but 
added to her store until a goodly-sized 
aquarium had been acquired. This in turn 
led, of course, to the interesting study of 
water plants, the mineral world, drainage, 
and studies of the infinitesimal, in proper 
sequence. 

The development of plants from seed- 
lings is another source of perpetual won- 
der to the eager, growing child. A small 
window-box where intensive gardening can 
be carried on, a miniature kitchen garden 
which can be utilized by Mother, the plant- 
ing of beans which grow easily or the eul- 
tivation of some sturdy flowering plant 
like the geranium or fuchsia which requires 
so little effort for the amount of pleasure 
gained — all these possibilities for the 
child’s enjoyment are quite within our 
grasp, and, in comparison, the manufac- 
tured, costly toy is commonplace. 

Nature gives so bountifully of her riches 
that parents and teachers should take ad- 
vantage of every opportunity to arouse 
in the minds of boys and girls a love for 
them that is strong enough to make per- 
sonal sacrifices for their proper care. 


The Committee on World Friendship 
Among Children, 287 Fourth Avenue, New 
York, in referring to the fourth friendship 
project says: 

“The project may be undertaken at any 
time between October, 1932, and August, 
1933. The Folios will be presented to the 
schools in China probably on Memorial 
Day, October 10, 1933, in connection with 
the patriotic exercises celebrating the es- 
tablishment of the Republic of China. 

“The Friendship Folio will have artistie 
designs on the front and back covers and 
can enclose twenty or thirty of the pictures 
clipped by our children from illustrated 
magazines, and also snapshot photos. The 
cost of the Folio—postpaid—is 60 cents.” 


MANY SHALL COME 


A Story By 
Elizabeth Clarke Kieffer 


(Continued from last week) 


V. 


It was some six months after the first 
dramatic appearance of Jesus of Nazareth 
at the place of baptism by the Jordan, 
that Marcus, coming hastily into the court- 
yard of Pilate’s house, found Tertia in 


14 REFORMED 


ger conversation with Reuben, the young 
lawyer whom she employed as her instruc- 
tor. She was seated on a low curved seat, 
and the Jew crouched on the marble pave- 
ment beside her. 

He was a personable young man, his 
black hair, waving erisply, was combed 
smoothly back from his forehead. He wore 
the colorful garb of a doctor of the Jewish 
law; and as he leaned eagerly forward, 


reading from a scroll in his hands, the 
intense elation of his face made him quite 
beautiful. Tertia, whose charming girl- 
hood and piquant young matronhood had 
given place to a ripe womanly loveliness, 
bent over him with an eagerness that 
equaled his own. 

Sunlight played upon them through the 
columns of the peristyle; the wind, which 
swayed the flowers near them, played light- 
ly with a lock of hair that had escaped 
from Tertia’s fillet. 

Mareus drew back, involuntarily, into 
the shadow of one of the columns. He felt 
suddenly and unreasonably cold and lone- 
ly. It was absurd to suspect a Roman lady 
of fondness for a Jew; and besides, Ter- 
tia’s concerns were her own. He was as- 
tonished at his own pang, and ashamed of 
acting like a spy. He came forward at 
once and started to cross the courtyard. 

But as he reached the door at the oppo- 
site side, to which his steps were bent, he 
heard Tertia call him. Her voice was so 
friendly and free from self-consciousness, 


that his heart leapt surprisingly. He turn-’ 


ed and hurried back to her with an eager 
smile. Reuben rose and bowed deeply as 
the splendid Roman approached. Marcus 
looked inquiringly at Tertia. 

“Are you in a great hurry?” she asked. 

“No,” he said, “I was looking for Clau- 
dius for a game of dice. But I had far 
rather be at your service.” 

“Then do sit down, and hear what Reu- 
ben has brought me. It’s a sermon from 
the new Prophet.” 

“Ah!” exclaimed Marcus, interested im- 
mediately, “He has taken to writing, has 
He?” j 

“No, your lordship. He only speaks, and 
that without apparent preparation, but as 
the words come to Him. This speech was 
written down by a friend of mine who is, 
like me, a scribe. Annas, the former high 
priest, sent him up to Galilee to bring 
word of this Man. The sanhedrin, you 
know, is doubtful as to what attitude they 
shall take to Him. They are as eager as 
any of us for the coming of the Messiah, 
but if they are to acknowledge Him, they 
must be quite sure first, or else—’ He 
stopped suddenly and looked frightened. 

Mareus, laughing, dropped to a seat, be- 
side Tertia. “Or else, if they are prema- 
ture, they will risk their necks by counte- 
nancing a rebellion which might not suc- 
ceed. You are not divulging secrets. We 
Romans know well enough, that all our 
subject peoples would gladly revolt if they 
had any reasonable chance of winning. You 
may tell your priests this, though: they 
had best be tremendously sure, before they 
so much as crook a little finger at a rebel 
leader. For no Nazarene Carpenter, even 
if He had every Jew in Palestine at His 
back, could overcome the legions of Rome, 
and if there should be a revolt, the priests 
will be held responsible.” 

“Indeed, your lordship,” the distressed 
Jew stammered, “I did not mean,—truly— 
truly—the priests are being very discreet 
about this Man. They will be the first to 
lay hands upon Him if He becomes danger- 
ous. I was most thoughtless. I beg you 
will overlook—” 

“Spare your apologies,” said Marcus, “I 
am not Caesar, nor yet Pontius Pilate. 
The lady Duilia and I understand, but 
mind your tongue when you speak to 
other Romans. Now go on about your 
friend.” 

“T thank you most deeply, noble Caelius. 
My friend, then, went to Capernaum to 
report on what this Man was saying and 
doing. You have doubtless heard of His 
miracles?” 

“T have heard with interest.” 


a 


CHOURGy 


“Well, the miracles are excellent things, 
if they are genuine, and if they are done 
by the grace of God. But the priests have 
had many experiences with trick miracle 
workers, and even if these are real, they 
may be deceits of the spirit of evil, meant 
to dazzle the judgment of the chosen race. 
We must be careful in all such things. 
Moreover, it is reported by the local rabbis, 
that the Man has profaned the Sabbath. 
He is known to have spoken against the 
scribes and the Pharisees, and some of 
His reported sayings sound strangely blas- 
phemous. 

“My friend went to Capernaum and saw 
the Prophet at work. He was deeply im- 
pressed with what he saw. He could de- 
tect no trickery in the miracles, and he is 
a sharp observer. One day, the Teacher 
and His disciples—you have heard, per- 
haps, that He has chosen twelve men to 
be His particular intimates—a strangely 
assorted gang, fishermen, publicans, and 
men of education all grouped into one fra- 
ternal body—well, these twelve were sit- 
ting with their Master on a hill over- 
looking the lake, and of course, when the 
rumor went through the city, crowds came 
out to hear Him speak. My friend secured 
a good place, and as he is skillful in a 
short form of writing we scribes use, he 
noted in his tablets, practically the whole 
of the Teacher’s discourse. He made sev- 
eral copies of it before he presented it to 
the sanhedrin, and one of them he gave to 
me. AsI knew the noble Duilia was inter- 
ested, I made a copy for her.” 

“That was kind of you,” said Marcus. 
“Ts it as blasphemous as the priests sus- 
pected?” 

“Indeed no,’ said Reuben, seriously. 
“Myself, I think it is as fine a piece of 
Jewish philosophy as I ever read. The 
Man himself says He does not wish to 
diminish the people’s reverence for the 
laws of Moses, but He draws rather ex- 
treme conclusions from those laws. I am 
afraid the priests will not quite like His 
doctrine. My friend says the Man spoke 
as if He were not an ordinary teacher, but 
as one having direct authority from El 
Elyon, the most high God.” 

“T beg your pardon,” said Marcus, <A 
thought you had but one god, and that 
his-name was Jahweh?” 

The scribe made a quick sign with his 
hand. “We do not mention that name 
except in our worship. El Elyon is a title 
of the deity.” 

“T see,” said Mareus. “You think, then, 
that even if the priests can find nothing 
to eriticize in His words, they may con- 
sider His manner blasphemous?” 

“They will probably think He is too 
enthusiastic to be safe. Some of His opin- 
ions have been enunciated by our great 
philosophers, Gamaliel, himself—you have 
met that great teacher?—has said things 
very similar, but their teachings have been 
the speculations of philosophers, and writ- 
ten in Hebrew for the benefit of the edu- 
cated, who could discuss them with erudi- 
tion, and take or leave what they chose. 
This man’s fault is that He teaches His 
theories as though they were attestable 
facts, and teaches them in the common 
Aramaic to mixed throngs in which the 
excitable poor and the ignorant can hear 
and be moved by them. The sanhedrin 
may have to stop His teachings, but I 
should like to see at least this sermon in- 
corporated with our Scriptures along with 
the writings of the other prophets.” 

“Let us hear it!” commanded Marcus. 


“Tt ig in Aramaic,” said the Jew, doubt- 
fully. “The noble lord understands our 
speech?” 

“Sufficiently well,’ said the centurion. 
“T will stop you if I fail to catch any- 
thing.” 

Without further preface, Reuben began. 
The document which he read was never, as 
he had hoped, to be incornorated into the 
Hebrew Scripture. Instead, it was to be- 
come the central expression of a new reli- 
gion. But the three intent upon the words 
of the scroll, could not dream of this. 
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The Jew read: “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven 
” 


As the reading went on, Tertia leaned 
against her husband’s shoulder, and he put 
an arm around her. They were united in 
their attempt to comprehend the utterly 
novel thoughts they were hearing. 

When he finished, Reuben looked at them 
eagerly, to hear what they thought of it. 
The centurion extended a hand. “Leave 
the scroll with us, if you will, Reuben. 
My wife and I will reread it together, and 
when you come again, we will question you 
about it. Leave us now please.” 

When he was gone, Marcus looked down 
at his wife. “This,” he said, “puts all our 
suppositions in a different light. I don’t 
understand more than a fraction of it, but 
this I know: The Man who said these 
things is no ordinary Jewish rebel. He 
is not even a Judas Maccabaeus. One of 
two things is true. Either He plans no 
rebellion, and I cannot see anything in 
this teaching that sounds treasonable—or, 
if He does rebel, He stands a fair chance 
of conquering even the armies of Caesar. 
Many a soldier would be glad to desert to 
the banner of a Leader like this. You can 
tell in His words, the power He has of 
drawing men. Add to that His appearance 
and you recall how that affected Caius— 
and His wonder-working—lI’m not saying 
there’s no trick in that, but He evidently 
does it so well that He deceives even 
the most skeptical. To tell you the truth, 
I wouldn’t mind serving with Him my- 
self. That’s treason, my Tertia, see you 
don’t betray me!” 

Tertia moved her head on his shoulder, 
and smiled up at him. “If I were a Jewess,” 
she said, “I think I’d be inclined to join 
the group of women that wait on Him. pe 
Some of His enemies call them His 
hareem, but I think they must just be 


hungry souls that long to be near Him.” — - 
He bent and kissed her, in brotherly — 
fashion. “Let us read this again,” he- 


said, “I want to know it well.” . 


> jo 


aye 


(To be Continued) 


LIFE IS SO COMPLICATED 


“Dear heart,” she said, “when I am he 
and you are far away, let’s think about 
each other at a certain time each day.” — 

But never did with one accord th 
meditations chime, for she by daylight 
saving went, and he by standard time. 
—Chicago Northern District ‘“Pep-er.” 


HAPPY NEW YEAR 
By Conrad Hassel 


Happy new year! Happy new year! — 
We wish each other when we meet; — 
Unconsciously we say a prayer, | 
When one another thus we greet. 


What will make the new year happy, 
Coffers of gold? Worldly pleasure? 
Joy, content and satisfaction, « 
Do not depend on wealth and treast 


True happiness cannot be bought; 
It relates to heart and mind, a 
The selfish heart, estranged from Go 
To highest things of life is blind. 


Would you be happy? Give God first 
Love Him above all in the wor' 
Also your neighbor as yourself; — 
True to the standard Christ unf 


There may be days in the coming } 
When dark clouds the sun will hid 
Do not give up, stand fast in faith; 
Beyond your strength you'll not be tri 


Childlike trust will buoy you up; 
It will lighten heaviest load. _ 
God will support you every day, 
With gheerful heart pursue you 


“Now; Willie,” said the teache r 
where Afghanistan is?” Wi 
a minute and then said: “I’ve 
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‘head somewhere, but I can’t lay my brain 
on it, just this minute.” 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST’S DAY 


Text, John 21:23, “This saying therefore 
went forth among the brethren, that that 
disciple should not die: yet Jesus said not 
unto him, that he should not die; but, If I 
will that he tarry till I come, what is that 
to thee?” 

St. John the Evangelist’s Day is cele- 
brated on the second day after Christmas, 
following St. Stephen’s Day, which falls 
on the first day after Christmas. St. Ste- 
phen was a martyr both in will and in 
fact, while St. John was a martyr in will 
though not in fact. 

We do not know as much as we desire 
about the lives of the apostles and other 
characters in the early history of the 
Christian Church. The writers of the gos- 
pels had the supreme desire and purpose 
of making Jesus Christ known to the 
world and therefore did not say much 
about themselves. St. John does not eall 
himself by name, but refers to himself as 
“the disciple whom Jesus loved.” For this 
reason and because he has written so much 
about love, he is often called “the Apostle 
of Love.” 

John was the son of Zebedee, a well- 
to-do fisherman, and Salome, a woman 
noted for her piety. He and his brother 
James were probably born in Bethsaida, a 
fishing village on the Sea of Galilee, which 
was also the native place of Peter, An- 
drew, and Philip, so that this little village 
furnished five of the twelve apostles of 
Jesus. 

John seems to have inherited the robust 
nature of his father as well as the pious 
disposition of his mother. It is probable 
that he had a religious bent from his 
earliest years. He became a disciple of 
John the Baptist, and was deeply im- 
pressed by his preaching. In fact, it was 
through John the Baptist that John first 
learned to know Jesus. One day John and 
Andrew were standing with the Baptist 
when they saw Jesus walking and the 
Baptist said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 
And as they followed Jesus, He turned 
about and said unto them, “What seek ye?” 
And they said unto Him, “Rabbi (which is 
to say, being interpreted, Teacher), where 
abidest thou?” Jesus said to them, “Come, 
and ye shall see.” + They went with Him, 
and saw where He dwelt; and they abode 
with Him that day. From that time there 
was an attachment between John and Jesus 
which has continued ever since. 

When Jesus began to gather His band 
of disciples, Peter and Andrew and James 
and John were the first four He called, 
according to all the records. From the 
very beginning John seems to have oceu- 
pied a relation of intimacy with Jesus 
which he maintained during the remainder 
of his Master’s earthly life. 

When they reclined at the table, John al- 
ways occupied the place of honor and laid 
his head on Jesus’ breast, while Peter held 
the place second in dignity on the other 
side of Jesus. John seems to have im- 
bibed more of the spirit of Jesus than 
any of the other disciples, especially the 
spirit of love. 

When the betrayal of Jesus was near at 
hand, it was to John that the Master re- 
vealed who should betray Him, for Peter 
had signalled to John that he should ask 
who he was. 

John was one of ‘the inner circle of 
three upon whom Jesus bestowed especial 
honor. 
three who witnessed the raising of Jairus’ 
daughter, who saw the glory of Jesus on 
the Mount of Transfiguration, and who 
were nearest to Him in His agony in 
Gethsemane. 


REFORMED 


Peter, John, and James were the 
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John had a wonderful blending of stern- 
ness and affection, so that he and James 
were called “sons of thunder,” and yet he 
is known as “the Apostle of Love.” In 
this he resembled his Master, who was 
stern in His integrity and childlike in His 
love. John was capable of passion and 
daring, so that he was ready to call down 
fire from heaven to consume_ those 
Samaritans who would not receive Jesus 
into their village; and yet he was so tender 
and loving that he speaks of his converts 
as beloved little children. Some one has 
said that he believed that John had “a face 
so noble that kings might do him homage, 
and so sweet that children would run to 
him for a blessing.” 

The loyalty and devotion of John to 
Jesus is best shown in his attitude toward 
his Master in the sad experiences at the 
close of His earthly life, which also ex- 
posed the great weakness of Peter in sharp 
contrast therewith. After the betrayal 
and arrest of Jesus, John remained near to 
Him through the whole ordeal of His trials 
and His crucifixion. While Peter remained 
outside and denied his Lord, John went in 
with Him to the judgment hall and show- 
ed his colors. John was also at the foot 
of the cross upon which his Master suf- 
fered in great agony, and he had the high 
honor to receive with the Lord’s dying 
breath the bequest of His mother, that he 
might care for her with his large, loving 
heart. 

On Easter morning Peter and John were 
together again, and, when they heard that 
the tomb was empty and that the Lord had 
risen from the dead, they both ran _ to- 
gether to the tomb. The younger disciple 
in his love and zeal outran the elder and 
came first to the tomb, but because of his 
modesty and reverence was the last to 
enter that sacred place where the Lord’s 
body had been laid. And let us not forget 
that when Jesus appeared to the seven 
disciples on the shore of Galilee on that 
memorable day when Peter was forgiven 
for his betrayal and restored into favor 
with the risen Master, that it was John 
who first recognized Him and said, “It is 
the Lord.” 


We are greatly indebted to John for his 
writings. He is supposed to have written 
the fourth Gospel, which bears his name; 
the three Epistles, which are also called 
by his name; and the book of Revelation. 
The last of these writings was produced 
on the Isle of Patmos to which John was 
exiled in his old age by one of the Roman 
emperors. 


Before his exile he labored in Jerusalem 
with James and Peter, where St. Paul saw 
them, as he tells in his epistle to the 
Galatians, where he speaks of them as 
“pillars” of the Church. Later he went to 
Asia Minor and settled at Ephesus, from 
which place he was sent into exile. 


Many traditions and stories are told 
about John, but it is doubtful whether all 
of them are genuine. One of the pretty 
stories told about him is that in his old 
age he had a pet partridge which became 
much attached to him. One day, as he 
held it in his bosom and was gently strok- 
ing it, a huntsman suddenly approached, 
and wondering that one so _ illustrious 
should take to such a trivial amusement, 
he asked, “Art thou that John whose sin- 
gular renown had inspired even me with 
a great desire to know thee? How then 
canst thou occupy thyself with an em- 
ployment so humble?” The Apostle re- 
plied, “What is that in thy hand?” He 
answered, “A bow.” “And why dost thou 
not always carry it bent?” “Because,” he 
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answered, “it would in that case lose its 
strength; and when it was necessary to 
shoot, it would fail from the too continu- 
ous strain.” “Then let not this slight and 
brief relaxation of mine perplex thee,” an- 
swered the Apostle; “since without it the 
spirit would flag from the unremitted 
strain, and fail when the call of duty 
came.” 

We do not know just how John met his 
end, but it is generally believed that he 
was the only one of the Apostles who died 
a natural death. We know that he would. 
have been willing to die a martyr’s death 
if it had been his Master’s will, and that 
is why he is called a martyr in will though 
not in fact. Jesus did not say that John 
should not die; but He said to Peter, “If 
I will that ‘he tarry till I come, what is 
that to thee?” 
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NEW HOPE 


Looking back o’er the year 732, 
So many things I could mend; 

Many omissions, plenty of set-backs, 
[he duties I failed to attend. 


But, dear Lord, as I start out anew, 

year with Thee as my guide, 

Um not fearful, but full of new hope, 
.[ know Thou wilt ever abide— 


This 


beside me each day, as I strive 


Close 


To be just the best that I can; 
[o model my Life after Thine, Lord, 
To serve Thee and my fellow-man. 


Ruth E. Clymer. 


A teacher says the matter of breathing 


is of little importance to the crooning 
type of vocalist. Others, more radical, 


are for dispensing with this entirely. 


—Richmond Times-Dispatch. 


The Family Altar 


By Rev. A. W. Krampe 


HELP FOR THE WEEK OF JAN. 9-15 
Memory Verse: My Father worketh even 
until now, and I work. John 5:17. 
Memory Hymn: “My Jesus, I 
Thee.” 


Theme: Jesus at Work. 


Love 


Monday—Working with Authority 
Mark 1:21-28 

Jesus was a busy worker. Mark gives us 
an account of a day’s work of Jesus in 
Capernaum. It was Sabbath and according 
to His custom Jesus attended the syna- 
gogue. Mark does not give us an account 
of the content of Jesus’ teaching, but he 
does tell us that there was a great contrast 
between His teaching and that of the 
seribes. The scribes delivered their mes- 
sage to the people as the doctrines of men, 
quoting the learned doctors and fathers; 
Jesus on the contrary, spoke boldly, deliv- 
ering His teachings as the command of 
God. He was not concerned very much 
about the trivial things, He directed the 
attention of His hearers to the important 
issues of life, the great and noble things, 
the things that are worth while. It did 
not take the people long to discover this 
difference. Jesus spoke as one having au- 
thority and this authority made a strong 
appeal to the people. 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, Thou art the great 
teacher. We would sit at Thy feet and 
learn of Thee. Thou art the Truth. Lead 
us into a deeper appreciation of all Thou 
hast taught us. Amen, 


Tuesday—Healing and Praying 
Mark 1:29-35 
Jesus was both teacher and healer. His 
teaching was new because it was authorita- 
tive. His work of healing filled the peo- 
ple with the same confidence and sense of 
power as His teaching. “He gives orders 
with authority even to unclean spirits and 
they obey Him” (v. 27). Thus the people 
were amazed. It seemed to them, that in 
this new teaching the very power of God 
manifesting itself. The secret of 
Jesus’ beneficent work and His successful 
ministry lay in the fact that He was in 
constant communion with God, His life was 
above all things, a life of prayer. We read 
so often that He withdrew to a mountain, 
or went into a desert place to be alone 
with God. If Jesus sought strength for 
His work in prayer, how much more should 
we do it! Is not our lack of spiritual pow- 
er a result of prayerless lives? 
Prayer: 
“Now, Father, now in Thy dear presence 
kneeling, 
Our spirits yearn to feel Thy kindling 
love; 
Now make us strong; we need Thy deep 
revealing 
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13 7 Then cometh Jésus *from 
Galilee to Jér‘dan unto John, to 
be baptized of him. 

14 But John forbad him, saying, I 
have need to be baptized o 
and comest thou to me? 


thee, | x oh. 2. 22. 
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Of trust, and strength, and calmness 
from above.” Amen. 


Wednesday—Preaching and Healing 
Mark 1:36-45 

The busy Sabbath in Capernaum with 
the powerful teaching of Jesus and His 
wonderful miracles of healing the sick, 
aroused the interest of the people in Caper- 
naum to such a degree that crowds came 
to Peter’s house, the next day. Then Peter 
and his friends followed after Jesus and 
upon finding Him (for Jesus had with- 
drawn early in the morning to pray) said: 
“All are seeking Thee.’ The answer of 
Jesus: “Let us go into the next towns, that 
I may preach there also,’ may seem at 
first somewhat strange to us. Why should 
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He not take advantage of that fine oppor- 
tunity? But to Jesus the people in the 
other towns were just as needy as those in 
Capernaum, all were like scattered sheep 
without a shepherd. His great loving heart 
was touched with compassion for them all, 
and therefore “He went throughout all 
Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and 
healing their sick.” 
Prayer: 

“Thine arm, O Lord, in days of old, 

Was strong to heal and save; 

It triumphed o’er disease and death, 

O’er darkness and the grave: 

To Thee they went, the blind, the dumb, 

The palsied and the lame, 

The léper with ‘his tainted life, 

The sick with fevered frame,” Amen, 
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Thursday—tThe Prayer Life of Jesus 
Hebrews 5:1-10 

Our chapter speaks of the qualifications 
for the office of a priest. A priest must 
be in sympathy with men, and obedient to 
God. Christ was divinely appointed, He 
was taken from men (made like unto us 
in all things sin excepted) and was there- 
fore capable of a fellow-feeling with men. 
He learned obedience by the things He 
suffered. The completeness of Jesus’ hu- 
manity is clearly stated in verses 8 and 9. 
He shared the universal experience of men 
in suffering and grief, even death. He 
offered prayers to God with strong crying 
and tears. He made definite requests for 
very definite things. The agony in the 
Garden and the fourth petition from the 
cross are examples. Jesus spent much time 
in prayer and meditation. We think we 
are too busy to spend much time in prayer, 
but let us not forget that the very source 
of power is constant fellowship with God. 
We cannot afford to do without the inspira- 
tion which comes from communion with 
God. 

Prayer: Holy Father, Thy beloved Son, 
our Saviour and Redeemer, has taught us 
by word and example to pray. From ex- 
perience we have learned to know that the 
hour of prayer is indeed a blessed hour. 
Our petition is that of the disciples: “Lord, 
teach us to pray.” Amen. 


Friday—God’s Lo Sethi for the Body 
Matthew 6:25-34 


The love of money causes anxiety, there- 
fore Jesus warns those, who desire to live 
the happy life, against both avarice and 
anxiety. How foolish it is to spend our 
lives in the service of wealth, since the 
material possessions are so uncertain and 
are not lasting. Equally foolish and use- 
less, yea sinful, is anxiety. Anxiety is in 
reality a lack of faith and trust in God. 
We should learn the lesson of trust from 
the birds who do not worry. They are by 
no means idle, but they are free from un- 
necessary care, for God provides food for 
them. Are the animals and flowers, with 
which God so lavishly clothes the fields, 
objects of greater concern to Him than 
man, whom He has made in His own 
image? What is needed is less anxiety, 
and a firmer trust in the loving heavenly 
Father and a.greater devotion to His King- 
dom. 

Prayer: 
“Call Jehovah thy Salvation, 

Rest beneath th’ Almighty’s shade 

In His secret habitation 

Dwell, and never be dismayed. 

There no tumult can alarm thee, 

Thou shalt dread no hidden snare; 

Guile nor violence can harm thee, 

In eternal safeguard there.” Amen. 


Saturday—Prayer and Health 
James 5:1-10 


The Apostle James gives us some very 


practical suggestions in his epistle. We 
need more patience. How impatient we 
are! It is true that most of us are not 
bedded on flow’ry beds of ease, we have 
many adversities and there is much suffer- 
ing among us. But instead of complaining 
we should rather pray and sing praises. 
Is prayer of any avail when we are sick 
or in trouble? Does prayer have anything 
to do with health? If health means any- 
thing it must mean the complete harmony 
of body and soul. And if that harmony 
has been disturbed by sin, why should not 
God be willing and able to restore health 
to one who turns to Him in true repent- 
ance and has implicit faith in His Divine 
Power! Confession of sin is in many cases 
the best method of curing diseases. Prayer 
puts us in touch with the living Heart of 
love. 

Prayer: Dear Father, we thank Thee that 
Thou dost not only hear but also answer 
our prayers. How often hast Thou sent 
relief in answer to our petitions and re- 
newed our strength when we called upon 
Thee. Thou art still the Lord that healeth 
us. Amen, 
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Sunday—tThe Messiah’s Ministry 
Isaiah 61:1-10 

Jesus, like all men of God, was a careful 
student of the Scriptures. In reading the 
Prophet Isaiah He found in our passage 
the outline of His life’s work. He Himself 
gave this interpretation to these words in 
His sermon in the synagogue at Nazareth, 
when after reading these words He said: 
“Today hath this scripture been fulfilled 
in your ears.” (Luke 4:16-21). When 
John the Baptist sent messengers to Jesus, 
from the prison, asking Him: “Art Thou 
He that cometh, or look we for another?”, 
Jesus in His answer quoted from this pas- 
sage: “The blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, ete.” 
For Jesus, therefore, the Prophet Isaiah 
had described His (the Messiah’s) ministry 
in this passage. Jesus conceived of this 
ministry as His God-given task. What a 
gracious ministry it was! 

Prayer: Dear Father, Thou hast brought 
us to this day of rest and of worship. We 
come to Thee with joy and confidence, for 
Thou hearest us always. Accept our offer- 
ing of gratitude and praise. Fill us with 


love and kindness and help us to do what 
Amen. 


is pleasing in Thy sight. 


Birthday Greetings 
pearance. Oo 


By Alliene DeChant Seltzer 


It doesn’t cost a cent to belong to the 
Birthday Club, but it does cost a bit of 
effort—that is, to see that all our friends 
become members too. Nor do I mean just 
home-town folks, but cousins who belong 
to our Reformed Church and live in other 
cities.- Why! Even when we visit Church 
friends far away, we can tell them about 
our Birthday Club and invite them to join. 
So let’s make Miss Madeleine Hale, our 
Editor Leinbach’s secretary, our Go-be- 
tween, and let her send us all the Birth- 
day Club cards we need—for boys and 
girls aged less than one year, to fourteen 
whole years. These cards, then, we can 
hand to the superintendent of our cradle 
roll, of our primary, and of our junior de- 
partments, to be filled out, and returned at 
once to Miss Hale, at 915 Schaff Building, 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia. Cards for 
our out-of-town cousins and friends can be 
sent to them direct from Miss Hale’s office. 
So let’s begin this fine New Year of ours 
by gaining a host of new members, so that 
more folks than ever can discover what a 
fine weekly our “Reformed Church Mes- 
senger” is. 

P. 8.: This is a sample membership card: 
1933 

“Reformed Church Messenger” 
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DO YOU NEED MONEY) 


for your favorite organization © 


GOTTSCHALK’S METAL SPONGE 


has helped more than 40,000 bodies to raise 
money, thus enabling them to successfully 
carry on their work. Our liberal cooperative 
plan makes it easy for organizations to 
make money. Gottschalk’s 
Metal Sponge, due toa 
new patented processof 
formation, cleans and 
scours twice as fast 


with half the effort. 
Keeps the hands dainty and 
white. Sells on sight and re- 
peats. Write for our liberal 
money making plan. 
Metal Sponge Sales Corp. 
JOHN W. GOTTSCHALK, PRES. 
2726 Mascher St., Philadelphia 
ht 


Miey The little fellow that does the big job” 


OTTSCHALKS 


THE ORIGINAL-SANITARY 


METAL SPONGE 


The small boys’ teacher had asked her 
pupils for a sentence containing the word 
“veil.” Amid numerous written replies one 
stood out above the remainder—‘The lady 
wore a veil on her deuterogamy.” 

“Deuterogamy!” exclaimed the teacher. 
“Where did you get that word, Johnny?” 

“Crossword puzzle, mum,” replied John- 
ny, glibly. 

“But what does it mean?” 

“Second marriage, mum.” 

The teacher turned up the dictionary, 
which, of course, she should have done be- 
fore making inquiry, and found Johnny 
was correct. It is thought he may estab- 
lish a school for backward teachers. 


Manchester Guardian. 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO—BEHEAD THE MISSING 
WORDS, No. 22 
Eastern—astern—stern 
Wabash—abash—ash 
Growing—rowing—owing 
Wailed—ailed—led 
Parson—arson—son 
Atone—tone—one 


tern—ern 


wing 
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HIDDEN WORD PUZZLE IN RHYME, 
No. 29 


My first is in Old Year but not in new, 
My second’s in plenty but not in few 
My third is in Christmas but not in tree, 
My fourth is in happy but not in glee. 
My fifth is in marching but not in stride, 
My sixth is in narrow but not in wide. 
My seventh is in many but not in few, 
My eighth is in rainy but not in dew. 


My whole is an old Church festival mark- 
ing the visit of the Magi to Bethlehem. 


A. M. 8. 


Robertson, 


William L. 
maker, 
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The Expositor’s Ministers Annual 1933 
Compiled and Edited by Joseph McCray Ramsey 


The best aid to the busy, 
ever issued. 
calling — sermon-outlines, 
School material, Prayer 
Some of the well-known contributors 
Timothy Stone, Gaius Glenn Atkins, 
kins, Clarence E. 
Frederick P. 
Newton, George A. Buttrick, Ralph W. 
James Gordon Gilkey, 


hard-pressed pastor 
Suited to every ramification of his 
suggestions, Sunday 
Meeting helps, ete.. ete. 
are: John 
Burris Jen- 
Macartney, J. C. Massee, A. T. 
Shannon, Joseph Fort 
Sockman, 
Foulkes, 


William Hiram 


Stidger, James Black, Samuel Shoe- 
James Gray, 


etc. $2.50 
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TRUE POWER 

Kindness wins where coercion fails. 
Sympathy smoothes out difficulties and 
disarms antagonism. The supreme quali- 
ties of kindness and gentleness can be 
rapidly cultivated by close attention to 
little things. They grow through use. It 
is erroneous to think of gentleness as 
necessarily weak and timid. Im the truest 
sense gentleness is power and poise. It 
is positive virtue reaching out to under- 
stand, help, and encourage. It is eloquent 
evidence of nobility of soul. 

Sympathy and gentleness are safeguards 
against selfishness. Three valuable per- 
sonal qualities are kindness, gentleness, 
and sympathy. The time you devote to 
cultivating these virtues will give breadth 
to your character, and help to shape your 
life toward noble ends.—Grenville Kleiser. 


MASSANUTTEN ACADEMY, 


In my travels, I have learned that a 
great many people in the Reformed Church 
do not know that there is a Massanutten 
Academy, and that it is a school in the 
Reformed Church. This is because the 
school is located somewhat outside the 
populous sections of the Reformed Church, 
and yet it is but one hundred and fifty 
miles from Harrisburg, and one hundred 
miles from Washington, D. C., to Wood- 
stock, the location of the school. It has 
a very attractive setting, with the Mas- 
sanutten Mountains on the Hast, the Shen- 
andoah River flowing by its base, and the 
Allegheny Mountains in the West, in that 
rare Shenandoah Valley, with all its fer- 
tility of soil and agricultural products, and 
wealth of historic incident and scenic val- 
ues that have given it national fame. Re- 
cently a new highway has been built 
through the Valley which promises to be- 
come the most popular scenic highway in 
the East. It is an eighty foot boulevard, 
leading from Winchester, Va., to Roanoke, 
Va., and including within its survey many 
natural wonders, the most famous of which 
are the caverns, Natural Bridge, and now 
the Shenandoah National Park. Massanut- 
ten lies right within the heart of this ac- 
tivity. No school could have a finer 
setting. 

Established for religious training, Mas- 
sanutten adheres to the wishes of the 
founders in giving the students a well 
balanced program, which does not neglect 
the most important function of education. 
More than fifteen hundred boys have come 
and gone in the thirty-three years of her 
activity. Every year Massanutten sends 
out twenty-five boys to enter the leading 
colleges and universities or vocations, well 
prepared for the undertaking. 

The physical equipment is represented by 
a campus of twenty acres, on which there 
are five handsome buildings, an investment 
of over three hundred thousand dollars. 
It is generally conceded that Massanut- 
ten’s dining room, swimming pool and gym- 
nasium are as fine as any school could wish 
for. The program calls for another build- 
ing which will have certain features of 
service, in addition to a dormitory for one 
hundred more boys. 

A novel feature of the equipment is a 
hundred and ten acre farm on the Shen- 
andoah River, where a country club de- 
velopment is now in process. Here there 
are riding horses, water sports, camping 
experiences, and all the games that go with 
outdoor life in a setting of unusual nat- 
ural beauty and interest, only a mile and 
a half from the school. At the same time, 
farm products are raised in abundance for 
the school, and the scheme seems to give 
promise of a double service of unusual 
value. 

Dr. Howard J. Benchoff became head- 
master of Massanutten in -1905, at which 
time there was but one building, a south- 
ern home, which had been made over for 
the purpose. He has lived to see his 
dream grow into realization year by year 
until today the program is unfolding into 
something very substantial and beautiful. 
He plans to thoroughly equip Massanutten 
for two hundred and fifty boys, believing 


that this number will give the proper unit 
for all purposes for which such a school 
should be founded. 

Military training is used successfully in 
a modified way to accomplish two things; 
the daily drills in the outdoor sunshine 
have proven to be a very beneficial aid. to 
the health of the students. Leisure mo- 
ments have been utilized to good advan- 
tage. Contrary to the opinions of some 
good folks, this training shows that war is 
no romance. The students are glad enough 


to forget all about it after having had this 
little experience, which, in a sense, is an 
eye opener to the horrors of war. 

Massanutten is enjoying a good year, 
despite the depression, with one hundred 
boarding and thirty day students enrolled, 
which practically taxes the capacity of the. 
present equipment. Fifty per cent of the 
students registered come from Pennsylva- 
nia, and the others from adjoining states 
from New England to the Middle West 
and throughout the South. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Second Sunday after Epiphany, 


January 15, 1933 
Jesus At Work 
Mark 1:21-45 
Golden Text: My Father worketh even 
until now, and I work. John 5:17. 
Lesson Outline: 1. Teaching. 2. 
deeming. 3. Healing. 4. Praying. 


So far our lessons have been preparatory 
to our study of the life of Christ. We be- 
gan with the story of the Baptist, the fore- 
runner of Jesus. Then we saw the Master 
leaving His home in Nazareth for His 
anointing at the Jordan, which was fol- 
lowed by a long period of meditation and 
prayer during which He faced the tempta- 
tion to become false to His messianic call 
and career. But Jesus emerged victorious- 
ly from this spiritual conflict. He left the 
wilderness to begin His redemptive min- 
istry, first in Judea, and then, after John’s 
imprisonment, in Galilee. In our previous 
lesson we listened to His first sermon, and 
we witnessed the calling of four fishermen 
to become His disciples. All this takes us 
only to the threshold of Jesus’ ministry. 


Today we step across the threshold into 
the Master’s busy life. Our lesson de- 
scribes what may well be regarded as a 
typical day of that unparalleled life, so 
brief and yet so crowded with the minis- 
tries of His divine love. It began in the 
synagogue, where we find Jesus teaching, 
and it ended with prayer, “in the morning, 
a great while before day” (v. 35). And 
the intervening hours were filled with the 
labors of love. 


This one day, as reported tersely by 
Mark, gives us a bird’s-eye view of the 
entire ministry of the Master. Praying, 
teaching, helping, healing constitute His 
divine work. They are all phases of His 
redemptive ministry. The prayer in our 
lesson, midway between two busy days, 
indicates the source whence Jesus derived 
His wisdom as a teacher, His strength to 
heal, and His power to help men. Prayer 
in the life of Jesus came first and last and 
midmost. Thus, endued with divine wis- 
dom and power, through constant fellow- 
ship with God, our Lord accomplished His 
work for our salvation. 

I. Teaching, vs. 21, 22. It is significant 
that Jesus began His public career as a 
preacher, proclaiming the gospel of God 
(Mark 1:14): And His first work on the 
day described in our lesson was teaching 
in the synagogue at Capernaum (1:21, 22). 
It suggests the supreme importance of 
preaching and teaching in the various min- 
istries of the Church. The Father sent 
Jesus to proclaim the good news of the 
Kingdom of God, and to call men to re- 
pentance and faith. That was His primary 
task; all else was supplementary. So it 
must still be, if the Church is to prosper 
and mankind to flourish. 

The people were “astonished” at the 
teaching of Jesus, “for He taught them as 
having authority, and not as the scribes.” 
These scribes were mechanical repeaters of 


Re- 


legal and formal traditions. Never was 
preaching duller and drier than theirs. It 
lacked reality and power. But Jesus taught 
spiritual truth that pierced the conscience 
and reached the heart of men. The former 
resembled cisterns filled with stagnant 


-water, while the Master was like a living 


spring yielding refreshing drink to thirsty 
and famished souls. 

Jesus is still the world’s authoritative 
teacher of spiritual truth. The lapse of 
centuries has not diminished the saving 
power of His gospel. Time has given His 
teaching added force and majesty. Nations 
and continents have heard and believed 
His message. Millions have tested and 
tried it, in life and death, and none has 
ever found it wanting. And in these dark 
and troubled times, what is there, save the 
gospel of Christ, to quicken hope in the 
hearts of men, and to gird them with cour- 
age? The stern logic of history itself, in 
these opening decades of the twentieth cen- 
tury, supports and sanctions the teaching 
of Him who so long ago called men to 
repentance, and bade them seek first the 
Kingdom of God and His righteousness. 

Let us be very sure, then, that this is 4 
too late, and too great and solemn, a day 
in the history of mankind for cynical skep- 
tics and scoffers to tell us that our Lord’s” 
teaching concerning God and man, sin and 


salvation was only the figment of His pious r 
imagination. The living experience of 7 
ages proves it to be a divine fact and not 


human fancy, God’s revelation and not 

man’s invention. And nothing matches the — 
present need of humanity save its promise 

and power. 

And it is equally futile for modern teach- _ 
ers, whatever their name or elai to 
seek to usurp the place of Christ as the 
Teacher sent of God. They come and go, 
these false prophets, with the eyeli 
years. But Jesus remains the same yi 
day, today, and forever. In the pres 
of every ancient and modern “ism”— 
eal, rational, or mystical, we are not 
ashamed of the gospel of God, proclaim 
by Christ. We go to Him only for 1 
full and final answers to life’s great 
questions. 

II. Redeeming, vs. 23-28. In the 
of Jesus, Palestine was sorely smitten 
diseases. Medical science was unkn 
and physical and mental maladies aboun 
ed. One of the most mysterious and n 
lignant afflictions was called “demoniat 
possession.” It was a form of insani 
but, according to popular belief, these 
flicted persons were the helpless vietim 
demons, of evil spirits who took cor 
possession of their souls. 


One of these afflicted persons was 
ent in the synagogue. His wild ery « 
like a challenge from the pit of dark 
to the teaching of Jesus, and He met 
challenge nobly. He rebuked the ey 
it, saying, “Hold thy peace, and 
of him.” And the unclean spirit, 
him and erying with a loud voice, | 
of him. , = 

This first encounter of Jesus ° 
spirits was by no means th¢ 
Synoptists describe six similar 
demoniae possession in detail, be 
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general allusions to the cure of many dem- 
onized persons. And in every instance 
Jesus was the master of the evil spirit, and 
banished it. That was His work, to de- 
throne the spirit of evil that ruled men, to 
redeem them from sin. 

In this fact we must find the real sig- 
nificance of the cure of demoniacs. It was 
a transient, contemporaneous phase of 
Christ’s eternal ministry of redemption. 
Whatever may have been the connection 
between demons, or evil spirits, and the 
awful affliction of the demoniacs (and of 
this we know nothing at all), there can 
be no doubt that the spirit of evil in men 
is the cause of untold suffering. It does, 
indeed, tear and destroy men, in body and 
soul, and it will have nothing to do with 
Jesus (v. 24). Not all the suffering of 
mankind is due directly to sin, but all sin 
results inevitably in suffering. And phy- 
sicians and psychiatrists assure us that 
many mental diseases are the direct conse- 
quence of sin. Often, in such cases, the 
innocent suffer for the guilty. 

In the course of the Christian centuries, 
Jesus has cast many demons out of the 
body of humanity. He has banished much, 
if not all, of the cruelty, the religious 
hatred, the intolerance and persecution 
that tortured mankind. The demon of slav- 
ery has been exorcised. The demon of rum 
is still fighting for its very life, but it, 
too, is doomed. Thus, by this spiritual 


exorcism, the sum total of human suffering 
has been vastly reduced. 

The mastery of the Holy Spirit of Christ 
is not yet complete over men. 


The world 


The HYMNAL for 
YOUNG PEOPLE 


By two friends of youth 


Mitton S. LITTLEFIELD AND 
MARGARET SLATTERY 


A book containing the ageless 
hymns, new and old, which all 
young people should know. 

300 Hymns New and Old 
10 Oratorio Selections 

50 Pages of Worship Material 
Single Copy $1.25; $75.00 per 100 

Orchestration Parts Furnished 


Note Carefully 

the Chronologfcal Index in 
THE HYMNAL for YOUNG 
PEOPLE. 


By it you will observe 62 of 
the hymns have come from the 
twentieth century. You will be 
interested in looking at a few of 
them. 


29 Yes, God is good: in earth 

and sky 

149 I believe in dreams of duty 

170 The world’s astir, the clouds 
of storm 

177 Hail the hero workers q 

187 What purpose burns within 
our hearts 

203 He holdeth the waters 


207 I do not ask for any crown 
229 Now let us all arise and sing. 


At the end of the book there 
will be found over fifty pages of 
musical and literary liturgical 
forms which provide for expres- 
sive participation in worship by 
all. 

If you are considering a new 
book for your Church School be 
sure to examine The Hymnal for 
Young People. Send for return- 
able examination copy. 
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is still demonized. But Jesus is continuing 
His ministry of redemption through His 
gospel and in His Church. When it is 
consummated, the demons of war and greed 
and lust shall vex us no more. They, and 
all others like them, are doomed to expul- 
sion. 

III. Healing, vs. 29-34. From the syna- 
gogue Jesus went to the home of Peter in 
Capernaum. There He wrought His first 
cure of physical disease, by healing Peter’s 
mother-in-law, who had a fever. When the 
report of the Master’s healing power spread 
through the city, people from every quarter 
brought their sick unto Him. And He 
healed them all. After this, Jesus fre- 
quently yielded to the request for physical 
healing. The Gospels record at least sev- 
enteen specific cases, besides some general 
statements involving the cure of many. 

Some men have denied these miracles of 
healing as legendary additions to the nar- 
rative of Jesus’ life. Others have exagger- 
ated their importance in His redemptive 
ministry. 

To deny them is to reject the Gospels, 
for Jesus’ power over disease is stamped 
on every page of our records of His life, 
and it forms an essential part of our earli- 
est Christian tradition. And no one who 
has come under the spell of this mighty, 
creative personality will be inclined to 
doubt this least of His divine endowments, 
His healing power over diseased bodies. 
Lesser men than Jesus still possess such 
power. And we may well believe that the 
one perfect Being in history possessed this 
divine power in a unique degree. 

But it is possible, also, to exaggerate the 
significance of these physical cures. They 
were an incidental, and not the essential, 
aspect of Jesus’ ministry. Bodily healing 
was the least of the Master’s gifts to men. 
If that was all the people wanted, He re- 
fused to give it. When the disciples told 
Him of the importunate desire of the peo- 
ple of Capernaum to be healed, He said, 
“Let us go elsewhere into the next towns, 
that I may preach there also; for to this 
end came I forth.” 

The Master has not bequeathed to us 
His personal power to heal diseases. But 
He has given us His Spirit of divine com- 
passion with human suffering. In the 
power of that spirit men today are doing 
those “greater works,” as He prophesied 
they should. At home and abroad Jesus’ 
ministry of healing is carried forward in 
institutions which, directly and indirectly, 
are the fruit of His gospel of love. 

The primary fact of Christianity is still 
that Jesus saves men from sin. But its 
companion fact, that He delivers men from 
misery, is today finding abundant illustra- 
tion. With it all, the world is still full of 
suffering, even as sin still abounds. But 
the Master enters our homes, as of old in 
Capernaum, and His gracious presence heals 
and helps, even if it does not cure. His 
gospel has given a new meaning to suffer- 
ing. It has cast its radiance upon death 
itself, 

IV. Praying, v. 35. “And in the morn- 
ing, a great while before day, he rose up 
and went out, and departed into a desert 
place, and there prayed.” Thus ended His 
laborious day, in solitary prayer. And thus 
Jesus renewed His strength for the labor 
of another day, by personal contact with 
the eternal source of light and life. 

If Jesus’ divine resources needed con- 
stant replenishment, how much the more 
do our scant measures and stores of truth 
and strength. Only as we walk and talk 
with God, in spiritual fellowship, can we 
have our little share in Jesus’ redemptive 
ministry among men by preaching the gos- 
pel. and by giving them our loving help in 
their sin and suffering. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


January 15: How Unselfish Should We Be? 
Matt. 16:21-27 

The root sin of humanity is selfishness. 

Selfishness is sin. From it spring all other 
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Edited by Mase L. RoBINson. 
Illustrated by DrciE MERWIN 


_A story collection for boys and 
girls of varied ages; a fine book 
for the family that reads aloud; 


a “study” book for classes in 
writing, whether it be writing 
for boys and girls professionally, 
or regular high school and grade 
school ‘‘composition.” The selec- 
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Columbia University. $1.50 
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vices and iniquities. If we could get rid 
of selfishness in our hearts almost every 
problem in life would be solved. Somehow 
man lost the true center of his being. Man 
was made for God, but he has made self the 
center of his life. Nearly all his strivings, 
his activities, his plans and purposes are 
centered in himself. This makes the world 
a jungle where everyone lives and works 
for himself, and in the attainment of that 
end man is ready to put others down in 
order to exalt himself. 

It is needless to say that is entirely con- 
trary to the spirit and teachings of Jesus. 
Throughout His whole ministry, by precept 
and example, Jesus taught men to be un- 
selfish. He beautifully illustrated this prin- 
ciple when on one occasion the disciples 
were arguing as to who should be chief 
among them, Jesus took a towel, girded 
Himself and began to wash the feet of His 
disciples and said, “He that would be great 
among you let him be the servant of all.” 
On another occasion when Jesus was speak- 
ing about forgiveness He told Peter that 
he should be willing to forgive seventy 
times seven, or an indefinite number of 
times. In His sermon on the Mount Jesus 
taught that men should not seek their own, 
but should rather give and suffer persecu- 
tion if necessary. The parable of the Good 
Samaritan is another lesson in unselfish 
service to others. ‘ 

Through the years, however, man has 
been taught the principle of self-assertion, 
We have been told that this makes for pro- 
gress in the human race. The spirit of 
aggression is indoctrinated into men from 
children on. It is, however, a pagan, and 
not a Christian doctrine. Jesus taught 
just the opposite. He told men that they 
were to sacrifice their self interests if they 
would be really successful in the world. 
“Whosoever saveth his life shall lose it, 
and whosoever shall lose his life for My 
sake shall save it.” Here is a divine para- 
dox which the world has never been will- 
ing to accept. But this is divine wisdom 
and we would do well if we were to adopt 
it as our rule in life. 

When we examine the inner motives of 
our lives we discover how thoroughly sel- 
fish we are. We seek first place, we grow 
green with envy and jealousy when others 
surpass us. We gloat over our own suc- 
cesses and often glory in the defeat of 
others. We are satisfied as long as we 
ourselves have a big bank account, a beau- 
tiful house in which to live, and good 
clothes to wear. But we are seldom willing 
to deny ourselves so that others may have 
some of the joys and comforts of life. 

It is said of Pericles, that renowned 
Athenian of ancient times, that when once 
a fellow called on him and slapped him in 
his face, he called a servant and told him 
to take a lamp and show him the way 
home. When Sir Philip Sidney, who was 
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admired for his learning, lay dying 


greatly 
battlefield of Flanders and those 


on the 


who waited on him brought him water to 
cool his lips, he asked them to give it to 
another soldier who was dying by his side, 
saying, “Thy necessity is greater than 
mine.” 

In the early history of the Reformed 
Church in this country, there was a min- 


ister by the name of John Peter Miller. 
He was pastor of the Tulpehocken Church, 
near Myerstown, Pa. On one occasion a 
man struck him and spat him in the face. 
Later on this man was sentenced to be 
hung at West Chester, Pa. Mr. Miller rode 
on horseback all the way to Washington 
to intercede for the man who had done 
him an injury. He was told by the authori- 
ties that nothing could be done for his 
“friend.” “Friend,” said Mr. Miller, “he 
is my worst enemy.” Whereupon the au- 
thorities relented and handed him a writ- 
ten pardon. Mr. Miller rode at hot speed 
to West Chester; the crowds had already 
assembled at the spot where the man was 
to be hanged. The scaffold was prepared, 
when Mr. Miller arrived and saved the life 
of the man who thus maltreated him. That 
was a beautiful example of magnanimity 
and of an unselfish spirit. 

But are we not in danger of being crush- 
ed by others if we ourselves try to be un- 
selfish? Will not the world take advan- 
tage of us and cause us to suffer? It may 
seem so at first thought, but in the long 
run the unselfish man always conquers. He 
ean afford to wait, for his turn will surely 
Kindness to others never loses its 


come. 
reward. Gentleness and meekness make 
us great. “The meek shall inherit the 
earth.” 


We should be so unselfish as to be will- 
ing to lay ourselves upon the altar for the 
good of others. This is precisely what 
Jesus did. He humbled Himself, even to 
the death on the cross and therefore God 
hath highly exalted Him and given Him a 
Name which is above every name. Jesus 
is all the greater because He made Himself 
of no reputation. He never sought His 
own, but always the good of others. It is 
self-will that sets us contrary to the mind 
of Christ. It is this also that brings us 
into conflict with our fellowmen. It is 
self-will that causes all the misery in the 
world and makes humanity mourn. It is 
the age-long battle in life to bring self into 
subjection to love and service. Self-sur- 
render is the first step in the Christian life. 
Everything else waits for that. We can- 
not pray as we should, we cannot work as 
we might, we cannot live as we ought, 
without laying ourselves first upon the 
altar. Then all other things will follow. 
Here is the process which takes place: 


All of self and none of God 
Some of self and some of God 
None of self and all of God. 


Bishop Westcott says: “The mark of a 
saint is not perfection, but consecration. 
A saint is not a man without faults, but a 
man who has given himself without reserve 
to God.” 
“Here, Lord, I give myself away, 
*Tis all that I can do.” . 


START RIGHT 


An effective start in the support of the 
Chureh and missionary and _ benevolent 
work is the immediate use of the envelopes 
on the first Sunday of the New Year. In 
order to do this the envelopes should be 
placed into the hands of the members be- 
fore the close of the year, and announce- 
ment made that the offerings begin on the 
first Sunday in the New Year. Ofttimes 
the envelopes are not distributed until the 
first few Sundays in January, and the 
whole system of regularity is jeopardized. 
Tt is hard to begin, when three or four 
envelopes already have accumulated. It is 
far easier to begin with the first Sunday, 
using the first envelope and continuing 
Sunday after Sunday in contributing the 
necessary funds for the pastor’s salary, the 
local work and the work of benevolence in 
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INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM S.S. LESSON HELPS, 
1933 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES 
By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


A logical and practical help for 
complete preparation of the lesson, 
for teachers, pastors, or those need- 
ing short devotions. Includes pic- 
tures, maps, charts and suggestions 
for research work. Price, $2.00. 


THE LESSON ROUND TABLE 
FOR 1933 


Edited by R. D. Dodge 


These lesson comments have been 
written by fifty of the world’s reli- 
gious leaders, including several 
from our own Church. Each Sun- 
day a master teacher—chosen espe- 
cially for the topic of the day— 
guides you in preparing and pre- 
senting the lesson. Price, $1.25. 


ARNOLD’S PRACTICAL 
COMMENTARY 


A brief, concise commentary on 
each lesson. Also carries hints to 
teachers, illustrations, blackboard 
exercises, questions, maps, etc. 
Price, $1.00. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
IN THE UNITED STATES 


1505 RACE STREET 


the denomination. Begin using the en- 
velopes at the beginning of the year and 
continue to do so without a break, and 
giving will become a pleasure, and the 
credit of the local congregation and of the 
denominational Boards can be upheld. 

It is quite evident that more congrega- 
tions have made the Every Member Can- 
vass for the first time in 1932 than in 1931. 
Whilst no perfect record can be kept, yet 
sufficient evidence has been given through 
the reports received that there has been 
an earnest and widespread effort on the 
part of the pastors to make a thorough 
Canvass, and where the Canvass has not 
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TARBELL’S TEACHERS’ GUIDE 
By Martha Tarbell, Ph.D. 


Explains difficult points, gives 
complete outline of each lesson, and 
comments from well-known writers. 
In each lesson sections are given to 
“Lights from Oriental Life,” “The 


Historical Background,” and “Ge- 
ographical Background.” Depart- 


mentalized treatment is given to the 
lessons for Intermediates, Seniors, 
eae People, and Adults. Price, 


SNOWDEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LESSONS 


By James H. Snowden, D.D. 


Outlines the lesson and explains 
it topic by topic. Always brief, 
striking, and to the point. Each 
lesson closes with a_ group of 
HSS provoking questions. Price, 


$1.3 


THE GIST OF THE LESSON 


Contains brief expositions of the 
International Sunday School lessons 
for the year 1933. Pocket size. 
Price, 35c. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA, 


yet been made, to make an effort to intro 
duce it in the local Church. 

Some very fine Stewardship material is 
found in the book written by Bishop Ralph 
S. Cushman, “Spiritual Hilltops.” There is 
one Chapter on spiritualized property — 
especially strong and stimulating. Every 
pastor and missionary and Stewardship > 
Committee should read this. This is the s 2 
time to arrange for Stewardship Study — he 
Classes in the local Church. These might 
run concurrent with the Essay and Poster — pe. 
Contest, and would keep not only the a 
young people but all age groups active in Ogee 
Stewardship thinking. a 


Congressional leaders of both parties 
generally approved President Hoover’s 
plan to appoint a commission to re-study 
the debt situation but the Democrats are 
opposed to Roosevelt’s joining in the Hoo- 
ver project. The President, in a message 
sent to Congress Dee. 19, gave it as his 
opinion that immediate re-examination of 
the war debts to the United States of those 
nations that had “sought to maintain their 
obligations” was the most practical ap- 
proach to currency stabilization. 


President-elect Roosevelt has disapprov- 
ed the principal features of President Hoo- 
ver’s plan for a reopening of discussion of 
the European war debts and will have his 
own method of dealing with them after he 
takes office as President on March 4. 


The German new auto-train, carrying of- 
ficials and invited guests, went 96.3 miles 
an hour. 
Berlin to Hamburg in two hours and 21 
minutes. The “flying Hamburger,” as the 
auto-train is called, will be added to the 
regular schedule. 


It covered the 178 miles from . 


Telephone communication between | 
United States and Venezuela was ope 
Dec. 19 with a telephone conversation — 
tween Secretary Stimson, and the Ven 
lan Foreign Minister at Maracay. 
The House Dee. 19 voted to turn 
to the American Red Cross the remainder 
of the cotton held by the Cotton Stab 
tion Corporation, estimated at 329, 
bales, to be made into cloth, wearing a 
parel and bedding, to be distributed to 
needy. i” 
The Rapidan presidential camp has_ 
given to the State of Virginia by the 
dent as a part of the Shenandoah Nat 
Park with the recommendation tha t b 
reserved for the use of future presidents. 
To disabled veterans of America’s - 
President Hoover Dec. 19 extended Cl 
mas greetings and a hope that they wi 
quickly restored to health. = 
The number of Italy’s unemployed 
ed the million mark on Nov. 30, t 
1.038,000, approximating the figure « 
April. 
Dr. Georges Haret, a noted 
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tist, died in Paris a martyr to radium 
Dee, 21. He was recognized as an eminent 
authority on the subject all over the world. 

A compromise followed the rail dispute 
at the recent conference held in Chicago 
of the 21 standard railway unions. The 
agreement extends the 10% wage reduction 
from Jan. 31, 1933, to Oct. 31, 19383, when 
it automatically terminates and the basic 
rates of pay are restored. 

By a vote of 230 to 165, the House Dee. 
21 passed the Collier bill modifying the 
Volstead Act so as to legalize beer of 3.2 
per cent by weight, or the 4 per cent brew 
of the days before Prohibition. This is 
the first outright victory for the Wets 
since the 18th Amendment was submitted 
by Congress 15 years ago. 

A strong earthquake shook virtually the 
entire Western United States, embracing 
about a fifth of the nation, Dec. 20. No 
serious damage was reported from the se- 
ries of shocks. The quake centered in 
Nevada, where windows were shattered. 
Clocks were stopped in cities as widely 
separated as Salt Lake City, Utah, and 
Fresno, Calif. 

Brig. Gen. J. Fred Pierson, oldest sur- 
viving general of the Federal forces in the 
Civil War, died in New York City Dee. 21, 
at the age of 93. 

Henry Lane Wilson, former Ambassador 
to Mexico and former Minister to Chile, 
died of pneumonia at his home in Indian- 
apolis, Dee. 22. He was 75. 

Premier Joseph Paul-Boncour’s new Cabi- 
net obtained the confidence of the Chamber 
of Deputies Dec. 22 by 365 votes to 215. 
He declared in his speech that he would 
respect the recent vote of the Chamber 
while continuing to try to bring the French 
and American viewpoints nearer together 
on the debt question. 

The program of independence for the 
Philippine Islands after ten years was ap- 
proved by the Senate Dec. 22 after con- 
ferees had agreed on compromises between 
House and Senate measures covering this 
subject. 

The annual review of world trade by 
the League of Nations, issued Dec. 22, re- 
ports the United States the chief sufferer 
in trade loss. The League reports Amer- 
ican drop of 67.5% in the first half of the 
year from the 1931 period. Germany was 
the next hit with a loss of 60%, and Great 
Britain 57%, while France showed a de- 
celine of 54%. 

More than 600 loan authorizations were 
made in November by the Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation, the total reaching 
$107,653,587.93, according to a recent re- 
port to Congress. Railroad companies were 
the largest borrowers in November. 

An amazing curtailment of income of 
every type—corporate and individual—is 
shown in the preliminary statistics of in- 
come for the calendar year 1931, issued 
Dec. 22 by the Internal Revenue Bureau. 
Only 75 persons had incomes over a million 
in 1931. 

President and Mrs. Hoover spent their 
Christmas holidays cruising off the Georgia 
and Florida Coasts. The President engag- 
ed in deep sea fishing. The New Year 
reception at the White House was not held 
on account of the President’s absence. 

Dr. George A. Steele, president of the 
Maryland College for Women at Luther- 
ville, died Dec. 23 at the college. 

Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt was honored in 
Japan by the Emperor opening the Garden 
of the Palace to her Dec. 23. The widow 
of the former President is traveling to 
Manila to visit her son, Governor-General 
of the Philippines. 

Dr. Arturo Alessandri formally became 
President of Chile Dec. 24, when he took 
the oath of office before Congress at a cere- 
mony attended by members of the diplo- 
matic corps. He was the first President 
in 1920 and is 64 years old. 


Colonel R. S. Hooker, Commander of U. 
S. Marines, died suddenly at Shanghai Dee. 
24. He was 55. 

Twelve bodies had been recovered from 
the Moweaqua Co-operative Mine Dee. 25 
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in Illinois, 36 hours after an explosion en- 
tombed 54 miners. 

Spain’s largest department store, El 
Siglo, burned at Barcelona Dee. 25, caus- 
ing a loss estimated at $4,000,000. 

Ceremonies were held at the base of the 
world’s largest and oldest living Christmas 
tree, the General Grant, near Fresno, Cal. 
It is a redwood—265 feet high and 40.3 
feet in diameter. President Hoover’s mes- 
sage reads, “Your Christmas service held 
each year at the foot of a living tree 
which was alive at the time of the birth 
of Christ has now for several years lent 
an inspiring note to the celebration of 
Christmas.” 

Decatur, Ga., has paid all bills, cut taxes 
and maintained salaries. The chairman of 
the board of commissioners described the 
city’s financial condition as one of the best 
in its history. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 
(Continued from Page 2) 


eated in the morning. Addresses were 
given by Revs. Roy E. Leinbach and H. B. 
Stock, pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church; the pastor performed the act of 
dedication. In the evening the lighting 
system was dedicated and addresses were 
given by Revs. Ira F. Brame and Ralph L. 
Wagner, of Yeagertown, and I, 8. Ditzler, 
of West Milton. Rev. C. S. Messner, pas- 
tor of the Lutheran Church, dedicated the 
lighting system. Large congregations at- 
tended both services. 

Many Churches are making the Every 
Member Canvass for the first time. These 
are located in all sections of the country. 
Through the helps which the Executive 
Committee offers solid preparation is be- 
ing made and the pastors and consistories 
are determined to prepare their people well 
for the Canvass and to link up every mem- 
ber, as far as possible, with the work of 
the Church, both in the local congregation 
and in the denomination. The number of 
Churches making the Canvass is growing, 
and as one chairman of the Missionary and 
Stewardship Committee from the West re- 
ports, “Not only are four more congrega- 
tions making the Canvass, but gradually 
all are falling in line.’ We are finding 
that consistorymen are taking more active 
part in the discussions as they discover and 
gain confidence that we come to them not 
to eriticise but to help. The values of the 
Every Member Canvass cannot be over- 
estimated. If our Church would center 
upon this activity for a year and have 
every Church decide upon and conduct a 
Canvass, we feel confident that our finan- 
cial ills wonld be healed. Every Canvass 
must be followed up with more education, 
lest the interest lag. The work of the 
local Church and denomination must be 
kept before the Church and the people con- 
tinuously. Orders for helps should be sent 
to the Executive Committee and the Can- 
vass director should be appointed at an 
early date. 

This is the period of high tension in the 
Church. Everything is speeded up in order 
to close the records of the year advan- 
tageously. This is especially true of the 
finances, both local and in the denomina- 
tion. However, one of the worst things 
that could happen to the Church is: to 
relax the efforts after the speeding pro- 
cess has reached its limits. Even though 
there must be intensive work in every 
Church in the last few days of the year 
in order to raise ‘the Apportionment 
moneys, the work in January is just as 
important as that in December. ‘Turning 
face about we are looking into a new year 
with its great and grave responsibilities 
for the work. Possibly never before have 
the treasury balances of the Boards been 
so unfavorable and so small. Large obli- 
gations and the matter of paying salaries 
and meeting current needs are carried over 
into the new year, and payments should be 
made on the first day of the new year. 
Last year a number of Churches joined the 
ranks of making payments on the Appor- 
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tionment monthly, and they have kept true 
to the line. That would be a good resolu- 
tion for every Church. This is what a 


prominent pastor in the western part of 
Pennsylvania stated: “Here is the cure for 
the Apportionment: Pay monthly out of 
the treasury just the same as you would 
the pastor’s salary and current expenses 
for the local Church.” The Boards are in- 
deed grateful for what the Churches have 
done in 1932, and would appreciate having 
them resolve in their hearts that in 1933 
there be no let-down, but a continuance 
of effort, interest and prayer in order that 
the work may continue without interrup- 
tion or default. 

The Rey. C. L. Bash, D.D., who has been 
pastor of our Salina, Pa., Church since May 
1, 1929, has been advised by his physician 
to seek a higher altitude, preferably the 
State of Arizona. Not desiring to make 
such a move at present he hopes to regain 
his health in a higher altitude in the east, 
and has therefore accepted the pastorate 
of the Wilhelm Charge, Somerset Classis. 
The elevation at Salina was only 820 and 
his new field is 2,358 feet above sea level, 
and within five miles of the highest point 
in Pennsylvania. When Dr. Bash accepted 
the call to Salina he found a Church 
School enrollment of 262 and an average 
attendance of 156, also a Building Fund of 
$6,070.05; after a pastorate of three years 
and seven months he left with a Church 
School enrollment of 392 and an average 
attendance of 238, with the Building Fund 
increased to $13,162.11, or a 49 per cent 
increase in enrollment, a 52 per cent in- 
crease in average attendance, and the 
Building Fund more than doubled in spite 
of the depression. Valuable and useful 
articles were presented the pastor and 
family by the Adult Bible Classes and the 
ladies of the W. M. 8S. Many other tokens 
of love and appreciation by individual 
members of the congregation were received 
for which the pastor and family express 
their gratitude. Amid the many duties 
pressing upon a pastor he still found time 
to dean the Vandergrift District Leader- 
ship Training School, which offered 8 
courses and gave credits to 186 students. 
Dr. Bash had a new experience while en- 
route with the family to their new field. 
While driving after dark on Dec. 7, a doe 
deer attempted to cross his pathway, and 
being somewhat confused with the dazzling 
headlights she slipped and fell and the ear 
being too near to stop, passed over her, 
killing her instantly. Dr. Bash sent a mes- 
sage to the authorities and then stood 
guard over her body until their arrival, 
and after dressing the doe a piece of veni- 
son was sent to the parsonage, which was 
highly appreciated. 


In Memorial Church, Winston-Salem, N. 
C., Dee. 4, 1932, was a thrilling and memor- 
able day. The congregation joined with 
Rev. and Mrs. W. H. Causey in celebrating 
their 30th wedding anniversary, Rev. Mr. 
Causey’s 39th ordination anniversary, and 
the conferring of the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity upon him by Central University, 
Indianapolis, Ind., after five years of in- 
tensive work. The Rey. J. D. Maeder, of 
Salisbury, N. C., made the address at the 
11 o’clock service, using as his subject, 
“The Minister and His Pulpit Ministra- 


FOR SALE 


$60,000 Five Per Cent, Thirty Year, 
First Mortgage, 

CEDAR CREST COLLEGE 
BONDS 


Due April 1, 1958, Interest Payable 
Semi-Annually. Total Issue, $525,000. 


E. Wilbur Kriebel, Treasurer 
Cedar Crest College, Allentown, Pa. 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 


REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The ‘“Fackenthal Laboratories” offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
education. Write for catalog. 
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President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


Approved by the Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Sshools, The American 
Association of University Women and the Asso- 
ciation of American Universities. Exceptional ad- 
vantages for instruction and study in all branches 
of the sciences and the liberal arts. Group System 
providing special preparation for the professions 
and intellectual occupations. Fourteen modernly 
equipped laboratories, two fine auditoriums, twenty- 
six classrooms, and more than a score of confer- 
ence rooms for professors. Library and Gymnasium. 
Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 


strictly residential college for men and women.. 


Expenses held to a minimum. 
For information address 


FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 


Registrar 


COLLEGEVILLE PENNSYLVANIA 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., "L.D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


Joseph H. Apple, L.L.D, 


President 
Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 
For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 
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tion.” He gave a learned presentation of 
his subject, tracing the history of preach- 
ing through the Christian centuries. At 
the noon hour, a bountiful luncheon was 
served in the basement by the ladies of 
the congregation. A large wedding cake, 
decorated with a miniature bride and 
groom, adorned the center of the table. 
The honorees were presented with a bou- 
quet of beautiful white roses by little Miss 
Hilda Troxell. <A fine spirit of good cheer 
prevailed and the hour was most pleasant 
and delightful. At 2 o’clock a still larger 
audience assembled. Rev. W. B. Duttera, 
8.T.D., of Salisbury, N. C., made the prin- 
cipal address, formally announced the de- 
gree conferred upon the pastor, and pre- 
sented his diploma in behalf of Central 
University. Dr. Duttera, by training and 
association with the pastor, was eminently 
qualified for entering into the spirit and 
intent of the hour, and he proved himself 
highly satisfactory. Greetings were ex- 
tended by Rev. A. C. Peeler, Miss Margaret 
Evans, representing the ladies of the con- 
gregation, and Elder L. G. Troxell, repre- 
tenting the Consistory. Rey. Sidney C. 
Safrit assisted in the service. From 3:30 
to 5 P. M., Dr. and Mrs. Causey were at 
home to their many friends. More than a 
hundred persons called to offer words of 
congratulation. At 6 o’clock a buffet sup- 
per was served to out-of-town guests at the 
parsonage. The 7 o’clock service was the 
last. The Rev. J.. H. Keller, of China 
Grove, N. C., was the speaker of the eve- 
ning. He performed the wedding ceremony 
when Rev. and Mrs. Causey were married 
30 years ago. He was in his element and 
at his best, and made a very eloquent 
address. Rev and Mrs. Causey, in short 
talks, responded to the proceedings of the 
day. Miss Ethel Davis, contralto, in her 
pleasing manner, sang at each service, us- 
ing “Love’s Old Sweet Song” for her clos- 
ing number. Friends, former parishioners, 
and relatives from Charlotte, Concord, Mt. 
Pleasant, China Grove, Salisbury, Lexing- 
ton, Thomasville, and Greensboro were 
present and joined with the congregation 
in the festivities of the day. Drs. Howard 
R. Omwake, president of Catawba College, 
Howard J. Benchoff, headmaster of Mas- 
sanutten Academy, and J. C. Leonard, of 
Lexington, whose names appeared on the 
program, were at the last unavoidably pre- 
vented from being present. A silver dona- 
tion from the congregation and many gifts 
from friends were presented to Dr. and 
Mrs. Causey. 

We are glad to learn from Elder Henry 
C. Heckerman, of Bedford, Pa., a further 
account of the series of anniversaries re- 
cently celebrated in St. John’s Church. 
First, the 170th anniversary of the First 
congregation in Bedford and the 160th an- 
niversary of the building of the First 
Church, a log structure built on the present 
plot of ground, used jointly by the Luth- 
eran and Reformed congregations and sup- 
plied by missionary pastors. It was then 
the only Chureh within a radius of 70 
miles. The 120th anniversary of the ar- 
rival of the first pastor was also observed, 
together with the 50th anniversary of the 


building of the present edifice, and the ~ 


25th anniversary of the present fruitful 
pastorate. This is a series of which any 
congregation may well be proud. The 
services began Dee. 4, with a sermon by 
the pastor, which in a reminiscent mood 
recalled many happy events and described 
the progress of the congregation. In the 
evening Elder H. C. Heckerman spoke on 
“Our Duty to the Past,” and Elder D. M. 
Shaffer spoke on “Our Duty to the Future.” 
On Dee. 7, an anniversary social was the 
largest ever held in St. John’s, and at 
that time many expressions of love and 
appreciation were given for the beloved 
pastor, Dr. J. Albert Eyler, and for Mrs. 
Eyler, and a basket of 25 roses, together 
with a gift of money, was presented to 
them. On Friday evening a Preparatory 
service was held and the Holy Communion 
was observed Dee. 11. On the evening of 
the 11th, the Lutheran congregation of 
Bedford worshiped with the people of St. 
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Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 


An accredited college for men and women, lo- 
cated in the healthful Piedmont region of North 
Carolina. Courses lead to the A.B. and B.S. de- 
grees. 


professions, business life, home economics, and 
music. 


professional and graduate schools. 
Outstanding Features: 
High scholarship Wholesome campus life 
Minimum charges 
Well-developed program of indoor and outdoor sports 
Summer Sessions: 
June 7 to July 15; July 18 to August 26 
For catalog and registration blanks, address the President, 


HOWARD R. OMWAKE, Ped. D.., Litt. D. 
Salisbury, N.C. - 


HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 


College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 


Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 

During the College year 1930-31 Heidelberg had 
six debates with other colleges and won four o} 
them; one hundred and thirty debates in twenty- 
four years—ninety-three victories and thirty-seven 
defeats. 


For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


TENNENT COLLEGE 


OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


Supervised by Eastern Synod 

PROVIDES a four-year course of study 
leading to degree of B.R.H. Also, a 
three-year diploma course, and home- 
study courses. 

TRAINS for Christian leadership as 
Directors of Religious Education, 
Pastors’ Assistants, Deaconesses, 
Church Secretaries, Missionaries. 

NEEDS your interest, your prayers, 
and your gifts. Charges its students 
only $400 a year, two-fifths the cost of 
their training. 

INVITES your careful investigation, 
and asks for a place in your budget. 


President, Clinton H. Gillingham, D.D. 


Special emphasis on preparation for the 


Graduates now enrolled in leading eastern — 


Room R, 1122 Spruce St., Phila. Pa. | 
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John’s and a historical sermon was given 
by the Rev. Mr. Melhorn, the Lutheran 
pastor. Many letters of congratulations, 
admiration and love were received by the 
pastor and wife from various parts of the 
country. Under its present leadership St. 
John’s has made remarkable advancement; 
its membership and gifts for current ex- 
penses and for benevolence were more 
than doubled. The happy anniversary 
week drew pastor and people together 
with closer bonds that must mean further 
advancement. 
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Woman’s Missionary 


Society News 
—{ Xe Q 


Helen B. Ammerman, Editor 
1331 Center Street, Ashland, Pa. 


“One more year’s work for Jesus; 
One less of life for me! 
But Heaven is nearer, 
And Christ is dearer, 

Than bygone years to me.” 


Lord, if Thou Wilt, I'll Work 
Another Year 


As an aviator depends, in time of storm, 
upon his chart and compass, so should we 
depend upon Jesus Christ, the true chart 
and compass of our lives. Mission societies 
ean accomplish even greater tasks than in 
past years because the Holy Spirit is lim- 
itless in power for good. “Not by might 
nor by power, but by My spirit, saith the 
Lord.” 


Do You Know—l. That the Japanese 
Church in San Francisco, Calif., was 22 
years old in October? 

2. That this same Church, on a recent 
Sunday, had perfect attendance in seven 
Sunday School classes? 

3. That the Church in Ashland, Pa., Rev. 
Mr. Welsh, pastor, has organized a G. M. G. 
with 16 charter members? Congratulations! 
May God speed you in the service. 

4. That Dr. Paul Gerhard and wife, Ja- 
pan, are in the homeland on furlough? On 
Thanksgiving Day in Mother Gerhard’s 
home in Lancaster, Pa., there was a re- 
union of all family members in U. 8. Rev. 
W.S. Gerhard and family drove from Mt. 
Pleasant, N. C. Daughter Mary and grand- 
son Robert are at present perpetuating the 
Gerhard service in Japan. At Pottstown, 
Eastern Synod, Mother Gerhard was dub- 
bed the “youngest member of the G. M. 
G.”, because her co-operation helped Lan- 
easter Classis to win the prize banner. 


To those interested in home life in the 
Orient come letters through the Federation 
of Women’s Boards of Foreign Missions of 
North America from Miss Ava B. Milam, 
dean of School of the Oregon Agriculture 
College and School of Home Economies. 
Dean Milam made two extended tours to 
the Orient in 1922 and 1932, respectively. 
On the first trip she studied urban and 
rural Chinese home life, and established a 
department of Home Economies in Yen- 
ching College, Peking. (This is the insti- 
tution made possible by our own govern- 
ment through Boxer indemnity money.) 
Her second trip was given to the develop- 
ment of home economies in homes and col- 
leges of the Far East. A book, “A Study 
of Student Homes of China,” published by 
Teachers’ College, Columbia University, 
summarizes several years of research and 
experimentation. China has now made 
home economics a required course in girls’ 
high schools. Japan and Korea are much 


interested in this phase of women’s educa- _ 


tion. The colleges of India are built on 
the British system and will have to be 
changed before the young women who now 
desire such courses can obtain them. Dean 
Milam believes that the training of native 
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women and their employment brings re- 
sults in more effective work than an equal 
investment in young American mission- 
aries, and makes mission work indigenous 
to foreign countries. 

The contribution of courses on nutrition, 
child care, and parent education would add 
materially to the improved equipment of 
Women missionaries. Five very basic 
courses are offered in Oregon State College 
to our student class who ‘have no other 
preparation than general college admission 
requirements. These courses can be cov- 
ered in a three-month period, or 3 of them 
in a 6-weeks’ course. Correspondence 
courses are available where resident study 
in home economies is not possible. 

The Oregon State College, Dept. of Home 
Economics, has established a scholarship 
that enables a graduate of an Oriental uni- 
versity to study in said school and prepare 
herself to assist in the Dept. of Home Eco- 
nomics in the university of her native land. 
This scholarship has been known as the 
International Friendship Scholarship and 
through it 7 students have been given as- 
sistance in studying home economics and 
in preparing for leadership in college de- 
partments in their respective countries. 
(For information address Dean Milam, 
School of Home Heonomies of Oregon Agri- 
cultural College, Oregon.) 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Supt. 


The Bethany family wishes to unite in 
thanking their many friends who have been 
so generous to them over the Christmas 
season. 

The colored lights on the campus and the 
Christmas trees in all the buildings kept 
the spirit of Christmas ever present. 

The children spent the week previous 
to Christmas in singing Christmas carols. 
The entertainment of the school children 
in the 5th and 8th grades was held on Tues- 
day evening with a pageant on the life of 
Jesus. The program of the Ist to 4th 
grades was held on Thursday evening. 

The turkey dinner was a wonderful treat 
to the children. While a number of the 
children received gifts from their relatives 
there were many who received nothing and 
for these provision was made from the 
gifts sent to the Home, so that all the 
children were happy. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 


The Christmas festivities began at the 
Home on Sunday, Dec. 18, when the annual 
Christmas festival was held. The children 
of the Primary and the Junior departments 
of Salem Reformed Church, Allentown, ren- 
dered the pageant entitled, “Love trims 
the Christmas Tree,” and the pastor, Rev. 
W. F. Kosman, delivered a helpful and 
interesting address. The pageant was well 
rendered and the beautiful costumes of the 
children proved very interesting to the 
family. While the family had been in the 
new building only four days, those in 
charge had tastily decorated the rooms on 
the first floor for the Christmas season. 

On the following Wednesday evening the 
hearts of the guests of the Home were 
gladdened when 30 members of the Daugh- 
ters’ Division of the Allentown Women’s 
Club entertained them at a Christmas 
cheer party in the parlors of the Home. 
The program included Christmas carols and 
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Hymn Night Services 
By ALMA NEWELL ATKINS 


Eleven beautiful services based 
on well-known hymns, _inter- 
preted and dramatized, with ap- 
propriate Scripture, responsive 
readings, special music and ser- 
mon topics. 

A Dramatized Annual Church Re- 
port. A very clever way to en- 
liven what is often a dry occa- 
sion and at the same time bring 
home a few important facts to the 
members. 

Every service submitted to labor- 
atory test and proved effective 
and deeply inspiring. Mechani- 
cal features made clear and sim- 
ple and directions thorough and 
understandable. 


The Solution of Your Sunday 
Night Church Problem 


PRICE OF BOOK $1.00 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 


PHILA., PA. 


1505 RACE ST. 


a reading entitled “Gifts.” At the conclu- 
sion of the entertainment each girl pre- 
sented a package to one of the guests of 
the Home. 

Also our neighboring kindergarten school 
including instructors paid our family a vis- 
it and rendered an interesting program. 
The spacious living room is well adapted 
for entertainments of that kind. 


BOOK REVIEVS 


Heaven or Hell—Which, by R. C. Camp- 


bell. Revell, N. Y. 

The author is pastor of a Baptist Church 
in Texas. The book consists of 13 sermons 
based on the parable of the rich man and 
Lazarus. The aim of the sermons is to 
stress the destiny of man. The sermons 
were preached at revival meetings with 
wholesome results, according to the state- 
ment of the author. The title of the book 
may be somewhat misleading. While the 
author treats on the subject of Heaven 
and Hell, the contents of the book are not 
wholly devoted to that. The author gives 
the literal interpretation of Heaven and 
Hell, without being overly orthodox in 
regard to the subject. The book fulfils its 
aim of bringing to the attention of the 
reader the thought of destiny. There is no 
doubt that the subject of eschatology is 
being neglected by many preachers. 
Though we may differ in our interpreta- 
tion of the doctrines pertaining to the 
last things, this is no reason why the 
modern pulpit should evade the subject. 
The author faced the subject courageous- 
ly. The book not only stressed man’s final 
destiny, but it is an able exposition of 
the parable and as such furnishes valua- 
ble homiletical material. —P. J. D. 


When Christ Passes By, by Walter Russell 
Bowie. 134 pages. Price, $1. Harper 
& Brothers, New York. 

The “Messenger” has called attention to 
the “Harpers Monthly Pulpit,” which pre- 
sents each month sermons by a famous 
American preacher, at $1 per volume. The 
volumes by Drs. Newton and Phillips have 
already been reviewed. Here we have the 
third, by the brilliant rector of old Grace 
(Church, New York, of whom Dr. J. Fort 
Newton well says that his “genius and 
charm make him a captain of those forces 
fighting to stem the tide of paganism in 
our metropolis.” The sermons in this little 
book are a striking illustration of how a 
profound spiritual vision and a passionate 
desire to serve the souls of men can be 
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united with the delicate grace of literary 
art. 


What Can Students Believe?, arranged by 
Elmore McNeill’ McKee. Richard R. 
Smith, Ine. pp. vii and 138, 1931. $1.60. 
This little book of ten. sermons by some 

of our best preachers to students were 

heard during the three years that the 
compiler was chaplain of Yale University. 

They represent a compromise between the 

sermons, in the compiler’s judgment, most 

helpful to the students and yet chosen 
with a thought to covering the areas which 
are vital to student thinking. Let none 
think them a statement, in the inclusive 
sense, of what students believe, for that 
is not the case, Yet here are some great 
models for anyone who desires to believe 
that students can be reached by sermons, 
- and wishes to make his ministry to young 
people more practically available. It is 
particularly suggestive for those who when 
asked to preach especially for students, 
cease to be practical and wander off into 
behavioristic forensics. These great men, 
including Fosdick, Tittle, C. R. Brown, Nie- 
buhr, Coffin, Pres. Angell, Buttrick, Dean 

Sperry, Wicks, and the compiler, while 

profound and. thorough, are clear and rela- 

tively simple in their language, and above 
all concrete and vital. + He Re 
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URIAH HENRY HEILMAN, D.D. 


Rev. U. Henry Heilman, D.D., was born 
in Heilmandale, IPs Mar. 2; 1838. His 
parents were Elder John Heilman and 
Catharine (nee Heilman), his wife. He 
was baptized June 14, 1838, by the Rev. 
Henry Wagner and confirmed by the Rey. 
Franklin W. Kremer, D.D., Oct. 6, 1855, at 
the Old Mill Church near Heilmandale. His 

early life was spent on the farm and the 
saw and lath mills of his father. 

During his boyhood he attended his home 
schools, the Annville -Academy, Mercers- 
burg Collegiate and Cumberland Valley 
Institutes. He entered the Freshman Class 
of Franklin and Marshall College, Septem- 
ber, 1856, was a member of the Goethean 
Literary Society, and graduated with his 
class in 1860. In the fall of the same year 
he entered the Reformed Theological Semi- 
nary at Mercersburg, Pa., and graduated 
from the same in the spring of 1862. In 
1923 his Alma Mater conferred on him the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity, an 
honor most worthily bestowed. 

He was licensed by Lebanon Classis at 
Lebanon, Pa., Aug. 20, 1862, and ordained 
by the same Classis at Hamburg, IPa.5 Apr. 
9, 1863. He served the following pastor- 
ates: First Church, Hamburg; Swatara 
Charge, Jonestown; Doylestown Mission; 
Lewisburg; Duncannon; St. Paul’s Chureh, 
Mechanicsburg, all in "Pennsylvania, and 
the Church of the Incarnation, Emmits- 
burg, Md. He retired from the active serv- 
ice of the ministry in the summer of 1892 
and took up his residence at Jonestown, 
Pa. In 1893 he became teller of the Jones- 
town Bank and also served as assistant 
cashier, serving this bank continuously for 
15 years, thus retiring to private life in 
1908. He took up his residence in Lebanon 
in the fall of 1911. 

Dr. Heilman during all his life was a 

4 close student. He possessed a keen analy- 
_ tie mind. His writings always showed the 
mae of the most painstaking preparation. 

hin a month of the time of his accident, 

there appeared in the columns. of the 
“Messenger” an article from his pen, “The 

Old Rusty Hatchet,” which showed that his 

keen intellect had lost very little of its 
ee and power. He was a man of indom- 

e will and unswerving convictions. 

=. was a loyal Churchman. He 
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~ On Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 27, 1867, he 
was married to Miss Emma Meily, Jones- 
town, Pa. Mrs. Heilman was a_ highly 
cultured and refined woman, a beautiful 
character, and was of great help to him in 
his work. She died.on May 15, 1981. Just 
one year after her death he met with an 
accident, the results of which confined him 
to the Good Samaritan Hospital up to the 
time of his death. Here he had the best 
and kindest care, He died Dec. 14, aged 
94 years, 9 months, 12 days. 

The funeral services were held from the 
First Church. Lebanon, Pa., Friday, Dee. 
16,2 P. M. The pastor of the Church, Dr. 
W. D. Happel, had charge of the services. 


The sermon was preached by Dr. 
George W. Richards, president lLan- 
caster Theological Seminary, from the 
text Psalm 91:16, “With long life 
will I satisfy him and shew him My 


salvation.” Dr. I, Calvin Fisher read. the 
obituary, and Rev. C. B. Marsteller offered 
the prayer. Interment was made on Hill 
Church Cemetery near Lebanon, Pa. Dr. 
Happel had charge of these services, 
In addition to the officiating ministers, 
the following were present: Drs. Theodore 
F. Herman, E. 8S. Bromer and O. S, Frantz, 
of the Theological Seminary, Dr. J. Lewis 
Fluck, Dr. K. O. Spessard, Revs. David 
Lockart, A. J. and A. R. Bachman, and 
M. W. Schweitzer, Ph.D. LACAE. 


CHRISTIAN NELLING 


Christian Nelling was born on Aug. 26, 
1839, and died Dee. 5, 1932, aged 93 years. 
3 months, and 9 days. For over 60 years 
he was a faithful and consistent member 
of St. Peter’s Church, Fort Loudon, Pa. 
For many years he served as deacon and 
elder, until the infirmities of old age com- 
pelled him to decline to serve any longer. 
During the years of his strength, he was 
often called upon to visit the sick and dy- 
ing of his community, praying with them 
and in other ways comforting them. Old 
age brought with it almost total blindness 
and greatly impaired hearing, but never 
did a murmur pass his lips because of his 
physical handicaps. .He served as a volun- 
teer, for three years, in the Civil War. He 
experienced hard service in the army and 
suffered the horrors of a prisoner in Libby 
Prison. Having been strictly temperate in 
all his personal habits, he not only attained 
to a very old age, but enjoyed a lifetime 
of very good health. His illness of a few 
days, which terminated in his death, was 
only the maturing of his body, as a "fully 
ripened plant produces its fruit and dies. 

Father Nelling is survived by his daugh- 
ter, Miss Jennie, at home, who lovingly 
eared for her father for many years. He is 
also survived by two sons, William R., of 
Williamson, Pa., R. D. 1, and Charles, of 


Industry, I1.; also.17 grandchildren and. 


17 great-grandchildren. 

On Dee. 8, Father Nelling’s pastor, Rev. 
E. H. Laubach, conducted the funeral serv- 
ice at his late home. “Thou shalt come to 
thy grave in a full age, like as a shock of 
grain cometh in in its season.”—E. H. L. 


MRS. MARY R. GILBERT 


In the death of Mrs. Mary R. Gilbert, 
aged 87, on Dec. 10, at her home in Waynes- 
boro, Pa., the community in which she 
resided for a long period of time lost one 
of its most highly esteemed citizens, and 
Trinity Church, Waynesboro, has been de- 
prived of the seryices and support of a 
devoted and faithful member. Mrs. Gil- 
bert was for many years a deeply inter- 
ested reader of the “Messenger” and eager- 
ly awaited its weekly visits. In this way 
she kept well infeed as to the move- 


ments of her denomination at the same 


time that she kept herself in close fellow- 
ship with her own congregation, in whose 
worship and activities she always took a 
prominent part. Mrs. Gilbert’s father, 
as in his time an active 
er in his congregation, 
and one of her brothers, Rev. Dr. Charles 
Hamilton Coon, was a 
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Rufus M. Jones 


Beloved teacher of the Christian D 
Faith throughout the English- — bd 
speaking world 
Member of the Foreign Missions 
Appraisal Commission for 
the Orient 


“Felt he could not consistent- 
ly bring himself to accept a 
place in that Commission if 
nothing was to be done to 
search our own souls and to 
inquire into the state of — 
-Christianity here at home. — 
It seemed to him unwise to 
try to appraise the situation 
abroad while assuming with-_ 
out further questions, that \ ie 
everything is as it should be i, 
here in the home field.” ft 

ry 
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The result of his “home in- | 
quiry” is a constructive new — ie : { 
book i. | 5 


A PREFACE TO | 


CHRISTIAN FAITH 
IN A NEW AGE 


Every minister, every lay y n 


in this country will find ma 
things in this book to thrill - 
inspire his own religious 
to brighten his hopes, to o 
new paths for action t 
“new age” for Christianity; 
abroad “and at home. 


Price $2.00 — ® 
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